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ABSTRACT 
 
"Summer School" originated in Harvard University, which aims to meet the learning
demands of students as well as thelifelong learning needs. Peking University was the first
to run a "Summer School" in China. On July 6, 2013, Peking University Graduate School
of Education's "New Media and Learning" summer school officially commenced, the
online courselearning via intelligent network system platformadopted a variety of ways of
learning such as lectures, expert talks, group activities and seminars, so that learners can
learn about the forefront academic advances and the latest research achievements in
educational technology profession. Under the support of online course, the author, as one
of the online students, has personally experienced the learning of new technologies and
knowledge. This paper aims to experience online learning and ponder on existing
problems from learners' perspective, with the intention of enhancing the quality of online
learning. 
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simultaneously, in order to achieve the interaction between online learners and face-to-face learners, and between learners 
and resources. Most online students attended the Summer School for the first time,whotruly experienced the advantages and 
disadvantages of online learning, facilitating the future application in learning and work. 
 
Learning outcomes 
 Henri proposed an analytical model for the evaluation of learning outcomes in E-learning environment;he divided 
the status of students' participation under the network environment into five dimensions: participation, interaction, social, 
metacognition and cognition[6]. On that basis, FatosXhafa et al[7]. gave a comprehensive evaluation on learning outcomes 
from four aspects, namely students' task performance, group performance, exchange status and team assistance. There were 
500 students who attended the Summer School 2013;the author, as an online distance student, investigated the learning 
outcomes through the group interviews and questionnaire distribution via email.59 questionnaires were received, accounting 
for 10% of total students; among them, 56 were graduate students, 2 were young university teachers and 1 undergraduate 
student; 39 were online students, and 20 were face-to-face students; the survey results can only be used as a reference case. 
Survey content was mainly the self-assessment of distance learningoutcomes; the questionnaire contained a total of 24 
questions in three aspects: attitudes, knowledge and abilities[7]. Each item was scored 1 point if answered "Yes", and not 
scored if answered "No";the final score was categorized into five ranges, namely 0~5 points, 6~10 points, 10~15 points, 
16~20 points and 21~24 points, the higher the score, the better the leaning outcomes. 
 (1) Comparative analysis. Among various score ranges, 11~15 points and 16~20 points were the most populated 
ones (TABLE 1), which indicates relatively good learning outcomes; face-to-face students had slightly higher average score 
than the online students, suggesting that face-to-face learning had better outcomes. Undergraduate students and young 
university teachers mostly fell in the range of 11~15 points. The author believes that the undergraduate student had basic 
professional knowledge and theoretical analysis ability that were to be improved, who faced learning difficulties. Young 
university teachers (both online students) had factors interfering learning such as job and family. In the 16~20 score range, 
the number of graduate students 
 

TABLE 1 : Statistics of self-assessment of distance learning outcomes 
 

Score 
Level 0~5 points 6~10 points 10~15 points 16~20 points 21~24 points 

Undergraduate student   1   
Graduate student 1 7 10 29 9 
Young university teacher   1 1  

 
 (2) Descriptive analysis. In statistics, the greater the mean of each question item, the greater the number of 
respondentsanswered "Yes" to the item, and the stronger the overall awareness or ability of the respondents in this regard. 
The mean value for the question "Whether the courses are scheduled tightly" was 0.953, indicating that the learners felt the 
curriculum was "tight", withlack of time for deepened thinking during the learning process. As to the statistics of "Purposes 
for attending Summer School", the mean value for "To understand the forefront professional advances at home and abroad" 
reached 0.75, indicating that the majority of learners felt "unable to keep in contact with" the professional frontier. 
 
Reflections on online learning 
 The problems of continuing education of young teachers and thinking enhancement of graduate studentsaddressed 
by the Summer Schoolpossess the most basic professional skills in terms of level of knowledge, while lackingpracticalness 
and foresight. 
 
Emphasis on practice 
 Teacher Wang Lu's lecture "Development of Educational Technology and Changes in Teachers' Educational 
Training Modes" (Figure 2) On July 15 was taken as an example; teachers online communities of practice (COP)[8]. During 
the lecture, a large number of living examples demonstrated that teachers enhanced professional development and 
educational informationization using COP communities; through the COP communities, geographical problems were solved, 
providing a platform for teachers and students of the same direction to pursuedistance learning, and enhancing the 
professional development of teachers. Chinese teachers' COP communities have been initiated for more than ten years, but 
most online learners (students, young teachers) have never heard of them, who detached from practice. 
 
Dissemination of frontier disciplinary knowledge 
 The theme of the Summer School 2013 was "New Media and Learning." New media emphasized the application of 
new media in learning. Updated vision and broadenedsphere havemore important significance to local colleges where news 
travel relatively slowly. 
 
Qualityof group collaborative learning needs to be improved 
 Although online learning is in full swing, students mostlyleave and post messages onQQ group, website and BBS 
(one of the conditions for completion of Summer School courses) in order to complete the task,BBS posts were seldom 
replied,and QQ group discussions often digressed from the subject, lackingin-depth collision of thoughts. 
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Adjustment of curriculum schedule 
 Summer School curriculum was scheduled too tightly, where teachingwas carried out concentratedly in a lecture-
based form. Such substantial, high-intensity mode of learning can easily consume thestudents'energy and stamina. The author 
believes that the Summer School is not suitable for the learners belowuniversity level (including the initial stage of 
university). There were classeseveryday, as well as assignments and theses;the author found during QQ groupchat that in 
order to save time, many learners had to do their homework during lectures. 
 

PROMOTE PROFESSIONAL INTEGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL COLLEGES 
 
Promote the professional integration of educational technology 
 Whether it is educational technology graduate students or young teachers, they feel some degree of "professional 
loneliness" in their respective schoolsdue toreasons such as profession and number of students. 501 learners of the Summer 
School came from various universities nationwide (mostly majored in educational technology), so various ideas, research, 
and ways of thinking intersected in the classrooms, website BBS, blogs and QQ group. During the studies, QQ group 
recorded over 3,000 messages/day, which was a highly active group; and BBS initiated over 50 topics each lesson. 
 
Enhance young teachers' professionalism, and promote educational reform in local colleges 
 Despite the developed network communications today, the professional information, academic conferences and the 
like online are still "bits and pieces". Besides, someprofessional knowledge cannot be shared due to copyright issues. As the 
author's university is a second-level undergraduate university, its academic information is relatively lagged compared with 
Beijing and Shanghai regions. Peking University Summer School's online learning solves the geographical issue of local 
teachers. As a famous Chineseuniversity, it presents new ways of learning and thinking,expands the horizons of young 
teachers, broadens the knowledge domain, and achieves "live and learn." 
 In general,teachers of local normal universities have good professional developmentprospects, but are biased toward 
theorization overall. Local normal universities have been dealing with education;students they cultivated are also primary and 
secondary school teachers, whose professional development can be practical and targeted rather than theoretical only 
throughfrequent first line contact with primary and secondary schools, and grasp of first line information. Offering of 
Summer School has provided an opportunity for young teachers of local institutions to closely contact with Peking 
University;whether it is Peking University Spirit or professional educational technology knowledge, for local institutions, this 
is a valuable opportunity. Through this study, the learners have learned about the media's "newness" and "application" of 
learning, and expanded and updated their horizons, which is an improving process. This opportunity is beneficial to the 
professional development of teachers; and thetraining of teachers' research capacity has been quite a success. This is the first 
real experience of online learning, which is considerably beneficial to the conduct of this year'swork. The entire process, 
regardless of learning modes, group learning forms, or evaluation forms,is all worth for reference by local colleges. 
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