
Review

Nanomaterials: Environmental pollution, ecolological risks and
adverse health effects

Thomais Vlachogianni, Athanasios Valavanidis*
Department of Chemistry, University of Athens, University Campus Zografou, 15784 Athens, (GREECE)

E-mail : valavanidis@chem.uoa.gr

Nanotechnology;
Nanomaterials;

Toxicity;
Cytotoxicity;

Human health;
Environmental pollution;

Nanoecotoxicity.

KEYWORDSABSTRACT

Nanotechnology ant its applications has emerged as one of the central
new technologies in the 21st century. In the last decade thousands of
scientists and technologists are employed in this area, a great number of
patents and scientific publications have been published A large number of
new nanotechnology products have flooded the market of the developed
world and inevitably large amounts of money are invested in Research &
Development in the most advanced technological nations. Future prospects
in different fields of nano-applications seem unlimited and its high potential
will affect our daily life, our health and the environment in the years to
come. Nanomaterials found applications in the fields of consumer products
(cosmetics, textiles, diagnostic materials, personal care products, paints,
etc), food, energy, medicines, computers, portable telephones and a great
variety of other scientific fields. But in recent years, scientists and
environmentalists are thinking about possible hazards to human health
resulting from nanoparticulate exposures in the working environment, after
contact with consumer products and through environmental pollution. The
requirements for appropriate health risk assessment and safety regulations
of nanomaterials are being explored. Also, environmental pollution and the
fate of nanomaterials in the natural environment, especially in the aquatic
environment, are some of the great concerns to scientists and
environmentalists. In this paper we present an overall review of the current
state of knowledge related to toxicity and human health risk of the
engineered nanoparticles. The review presents the latest research papers
on new challenges facing scientists and technologists with nanaomaterials.
Furthermore, the review examines the future requirements for making
nanotechnology safe for the consumer, the industrial worker and less
polluting for the environment and the ecosystems. Based on the current
toxicological results, scientists provide a proposal on how risk assessment
in the nanofield could be achieved and how it might look like in the near
future.  2014 Trade Science Inc. - INDIA
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INTRODUCTION

Nanotechnology is the technological revolution of
the last decades that deals with the manipulation of
matter on an atomic and molecular scale for fabrication
of macroscale products[1,2]. Nanoscale technologies re-
fer to the broad range of research and applications
whose common trait is extremely small size (1 to 100
nanometers, nm) and products with special physico-
chemical characteristics and quantum mechanical ef-
fects[3,4].

Nanotechnology became an important industrial
sector in all industrialized countries. In 2000 for the
first time the USA government established the Na-
tional Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI) to serve as the
central point of communication and collaboration for
all Federal agencies engaged in nanotechnology re-
search, bringing together the expertise needed to ad-
vance this broad and complex field[5]. The USA through
NNI has invested 3.7 $ billion in nanotechnology re-
search, the European Union countries 1.2 $ billion and
Japan 750 $ million (in the period 2004-2005). In
2009 Russia announced that will channel 318 billion
rubles ($10.6 billion) into development of
nanotechnology by 2015[6]. The Annual Global
Nanotechnology Research Funding report estimated
that the world�s governments currently spend $10 bil-

lion per year, with that figure set to grow by 20% over
the next three years, while China (2011) will spend up
to US$2.25 billion in nanotechnology research. World-
wide statistics showed that the total government fund-
ing for nanotechnology and nanomaterials� research

will be $65 billion, rising to $100 billion by 2014[7]. A
recent conference report showed that corporations
and institutional investors for nanotechnology R&D
spent 9,2 and 9,7 US$ billions respectively, and gov-
ernments spent 8,4 and 8,2 US$ billions (2009-2010).
The sectors that are leading the nanotechnology R&D
are transportation and aerospace, nanomedicine, elec-
tronics, energy, materials, food and food packaging,
etc[8].

In the last decade, nanotechnology applications and
nanomaterials continue to evolve rapidly and the over-
all market for new nanoproducts is growing. The
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars
(WWICS) in the USA established a Project on Emerg-

ing Nanotechnologies (April 2005). The Project was
dedicated to helping ensure that as nanotechnologies
advance, possible risks are minimized, public and con-
sumer engagement remains strong. The Project identi-
fied a list of more than 1,000 nano-enabled products
currently on the market containing information on prod-
ucts from over 20 countries[9].

Engineered Nanomaterials (ENMs) can enter the
marketplace as materials themselves, as intermediates
that either have nanoscale features or incorporate
nanomaterials, and as final nano-enabled products[10].
Nanomaterials can generally be organized into four
types: a) Carbon-based materials: composed mostly
of carbon, spherical (fullerenes), elliptical, or tubular
in shape, b) Metal-based materials include nanoscale
gold (Au), nanoscale silver (Ag), and metal oxides,
such as titanium dioxide (TiO

2
). Also quantum dots,

c) Dendrimers. nanoscale polymers built from
branched units, which can be tailored to perform spe-
cific chemical functions with interior cavities into which
other molecules can be placed, such as for drug deliv-
ery, d) Composites. Combine nanoparticles with other
nanoparticles or with larger, conventional-scale mate-
rials[3].

Various fields of consumer products have been af-
fected by introducing ENMs in: cosmetics, textiles, food
contact materials, improved diagnosis and treatment
(drug delivery systems) of all kinds of diseases. In ad-
dition, novel technologies applying ENMs are expected
to be instrumental in waste remediation, in the produc-
tion of efficient energy storage and advances in com-
puter sciences[11,12].

Carbon nanomaterials have a wide range of uses in
vehicles, sports equipment and integrated circuits for
electronic components. Nanoscale cerium oxide
(CeO

2
) is used in electronics, biomedical supplies, en-

ergy and fuel additives. Nano titanium dioxide (TiO
2
) is

used in sunscreens, cosmetics, paints and coatings.
Nano silver is being incorporated into textiles and other
materials to eliminate bacteria and odor from clothing,
food packaging, and other consumer products where
antimicrobial properties are desirable. Nano-scale iron
is used as optics polishing and as a better-absorbed
iron nutrient supplement, whereas one of its more promi-
nent current uses is to remove contamination from
groundwater[13].
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ARE NANOMATERIALS TOXIC? CON-
CERNS FOR INCREASED RISKS TO HU-

MAN HEALTH

The sudden rise of a vast range of applications of
nanomaterials in the last decade prompted scientists to
debate the future implications of nanotechnology in en-
vironmental pollution. As any new technology the con-
cerns were about environmental pollution, especially the
toxicity in aquatic organisms and their environmental
impact in ecosystems.These concerns led to a debate
among advocacy groups, consumer protection agen-
cies and governments on whether special health and
safety regulation of nanotechnology is warranted for
workers and consumers[14,15].

In the last decade health and safety issues with
ENMs are a new big issue with regulatory bodies. In
the past few years, several kinds of opinions or recom-
mendations on the nanomaterial safety assessment have
been published from international or national bodies.
Among the reports, the first practical guidance of risk
assessment was published from the European Food
Safety Authority (EFSA, May 2011), which included
the determination of exposure scenario and toxicity test-
ing strategy. The EFSA guidance document is the first
of its kind to give practical guidance for addressing
potential risks arising from applications of nanoscience
and nanotechnologies in the food and feed chain. The
guidance covers risk assessments for food and feed
applications including food additives, enzymes,
flavourings, food contact materials, novel foods, feed
additives and pesticides[16].

Recently (July 2012) the Scientific Committee on
Consumer Safety (SCCS) of European Commission
released guidance for assessment of nanomaterials in
cosmetics. A series of activities in EU marks an impor-
tant step towards realistic safety assessment of
nanomaterials. The Commission published the �Guid-
ance on the Safety Assessment of Nanomaterials in
Cosmetics�. The document was drafted by the SCCS
to help the cosmetics industry comply with article 16 of
Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009 on cosmetic products
(into force on July 2013)[17].

In the USA, the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) regulates nanotechnology differently. It estab-
lished a draft guidance for industry in June 2011 for

both �Cosmetic Products� and �Food Ingredients and

Food Contact Substances� in April 2012. These docu-

ments do not restrictedly define the physical properties
of nanomaterials, but when manufacturing changes al-
ter the dimensions, properties, or effects of an FDA-
regulated product, the products are treated as new com-
mercial products[18].

Nanomaterials are used in a variety of FDA-regu-
lated products because of their unique properties, im-
parting potential advantages to products. In the USA
the law does not subject cosmetic products and ingre-
dients to pre-market approval by FDA. Rather, firms
and individuals who market cosmetics have a legal re-
sponsibility to make sure their products and ingredi-
ents, including nanoscale materials, are safe under la-
belled or customary conditions of use, and that they are
properly labelled. FDA monitors the use of nanoscale
materials in cosmetics and keeps abreast of research
into their safety[19].

Non-Gonvermental Organizations (NGOs) that are
in the forfront of environmental protection have issued
their own studies on nanotechnology. Safety issues of
nanotechnology products are in the agenta of concern
for environmental organizations. For example, in 2006,
the organization Friends of the Earth (FoE) released a
report, �Nanomaterials, Sunscreens and Cosmetics:
Small Ingredients, Big Risks.�[20]. Since then, FoE have
released annual reports sharing updating research studies
on ENMs and alarming risks, which could affect con-
sumers, workers and the environment. FoE gathered a
number of scientific evidence showing that nanomaterials
have the potential for adverse health effects. FoE ef-
forts were focused on ensuring that at the end of the
day (someday) consumers will be granted the rights and
safe products they deserve. These changes will allow
consumers to have more information and make healthier
and more informed choices

. 
Since there are an yet no

definite epidemiological studies, the precautionary prin-
ciple is used by NGOs for the ENMs. This approach
put emphasis on future assessment and update regula-
tions of new products by most of national authorities,
although the approaches are still case by case because
of the specialized features and multiple ENM applica-
tions[21-23].

NGOs in developed industrial countries of Europe
tend to be more cautious than their North American
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counterparts about the concentration of extensive power
to nanotechnology industries. Also, the main concerns
of NGOs revolve around the concentration of power
as a result of intellectual property regimes, the misuse
of nanotechnology for destructive purposes, the dis-
ruption of existing economic systems, some ethical is-
sues related to human improvement and privacy, and
negative impacts on human health and the environment
by unregulated use of ENMs[24].

The recommendations by OECD (Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development) on the safety
assessment of nanomaterials is part of the OECD sys-
tem for the Mutual Acceptance of Data (MAD) in the
Assessment of Chemicals. MAD is a multilateral agree-
ment which saves governments and chemical produc-
ers around �150 million every year by allowing the re-

sults of a variety of non-clinical safety tests done on
chemicals and chemical products, including
nanomaterials, to be shared across OECD and other
countries that adhere to the system. For example, Ar-
gentina, Brazil, India, Malaysia, Singapore, South Af-
rica as well as all OECD countries are full adherents to
the MAD system[25].

The safety of ENMs has become the concern of
Indian research institutions. Over the last decade the
Indian state has strived to establish an adequate foun-
dation for advancing nanotechnology resulting in the ex-
pansion of R&D and commercialization of
nanoproducts. A greater focus on technology develop-
ment has meant that India�s engagement with the over-

due but not less significant risk debate appears to be
far behind global discourses.

India too has witnessed the emergence of
nanomaterial use in products such as water filters and
other household appliances such as washing machines
air conditioners and fridges, textiles, cosmetics, per-
sonal care, etc. This has direct ramifications on the in-
tensity of efforts that would need to be undertaken to
address risks of ENMs at the national level[26-28]

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY
ISSUES OF WORKERS IN THE MANUFAC-

TURING PROCESSES OF
NANOMATERIALS

Engineered nanomaterials (ENMs), as with all new

technologies and manufacturing processes in the past,
the earliest and most extensive exposure to hazards is
most likely to occur in the working environment. Manu-
facturing workers in nanotechnology-related industries
and small workshops are the ones to be exposed to
nanoengineered materials with novel sizes, shapes, and
physical and chemical properties. Occupational toxi-
cologists are the first to discover adverse effects in oc-
cupational health and safety of ENMs.The scientific in-
formation that is currently available on exposure routes,
potential exposure levels, and material toxicity of
nanomaterials is very limited. The first studies focused
on the low solubility of nanoparticles because of their
higher toxicity potential. Nanoparticles during manu-
facturing processes can penetrate into the respiratory
system and through the blood circulation can move into
other organs. Studies showed strong indications that
nanoparticles can penetrate through the skin. Survey of
the scientific literature indicates that the available infor-
mation is incomplete and many of the early findings have
not been independently verified. Current recommen-
dations for ENMs in the working environment, in order
to minimize exposure and hazards to workers are largely
based on common sense, knowledge by analogy to
ultrafine material toxicity, and general health and safety
recommendations. There are strong indications that
ENMs surface area and surface chemistry are respon-
sible for observed responses in cell cultures and ani-
mals[29].

Studies showed that most airborne Carbon
NanoTubes (CNTs) or Carbon NanoFibers (CNFs)
found in workplaces (during the manufacturing pro-
cesses) are loose agglomerates of micrometer diam-
eter. However, due to their low density, they linger in
workplace air for a considerable time, and a large frac-
tion of these structures are respirable. So, industrial
workers are the first to be exposed to nanomaterials at
high concentrations[30].

The first toxicological studies for ENMs were per-
formed in rat and mouse models. Pulmonary exposure
to single-walled carbon nanotubes (SWCNTs), multi-
walled carbon nanotubes (MWCNTs), or CNFs caused
the following pulmonary reactions: acute pulmonary in-
flammation and injury, rapid and persistent formation of
granulomatous lesions and progressive alveolar inter-
stitial fibrosis at deposition sites. Furthermore, pulmo-
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nary exposure to nanoparticles can induce oxidative
stress in aortic tissue and increases plaque formation in
an atherosclerotic mouse model. Pulmonary exposure
to MWCNTs depresses the ability of coronary arteri-
oles to respond to dilators. These cardiovascular ef-
fects may result from neurogenic signals from sensory
irritant receptors in the lung. In addition, pulmonary
exposure to MWCNTs may induce levels of inflamma-
tory mediators in the blood, which may affect the car-
diovascular system. Intraperitoneal instillation of
MWCNTs in mice has been associated with abdomi-
nal mesothelioma (this was a typical disease of asbes-
tos fibers exposure of workers in the past decades).
However, further studies are required to determine
whether pulmonary exposure to MWCNTs can induce

pleural lesions or mesothelioma[31].
The adverse health effects in workers of

nanotechnology industries became recently a concern.
to NIOSH (National Institute of Occupational Safety
and Health, USA), which is the leading federal agency
conducting research and providing guidance on the oc-
cupational safety and health implications and applica-
tions of nanotechnology Additionally, NIOSH recom-
mended that engineering controls and personal protec-
tive equipment can significantly decrease workplace
exposure to CNTs and CNFs. Considering the avail-
able data on health risks, it appears prudent to develop
prevention strategies to minimize workplace exposure,
such as enclosure, exhaust ventilation and respiratory
protective masks or respirators and worker training for
good handling practices[32]. NIOSH has also created a
field research team to assess workplace processes, ma-
terials, and control technologies associated with
nanotechnology. But, much research is still needed to
understand the impact of nanotechnology on health, and
to determine appropriate exposure monitoring and con-
trol strategies. At this time, the limited evidence avail-

able suggests caution when potential exposures to
nanoparticles may occur[33].

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) which deals
with the UK regulatory framework for occupational
health and safety in the workplaces is covering the safe
use and handling of manufactured nanomaterials. The
Report �Using Nanomaterials at Work� is a new guid-

ance prepared in response to emerging evidence about
the toxicity of these materials. It is specifically about the

manufacture and manipulation of all nanomaterials in-
cluding carbon nanotubes (CNTs) and high aspect ra-
tio nanomaterials (HARNS). It has been prepared in
response to emerging evidence about the toxicity of these
materials[34].

In Germany (2011) the Federal Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health (BAuA, Bundesanstalt fur
Arbetsschutz und Arberitsmedizin) together with the
German Chemical Industry Association (Verband der
Chemischen Industrie/VCI), the Federation of German
Industry (BDI) and the Federal Ministry of Education
and Research (BMBF) started a second survey on oc-
cupational health and safety in the handling and use of
nanomaterials. The awareness to the topic and the sci-
entific and pragmatic approach led to high number of
answers from industry, research organisations, univer-
sities and state institutions[35]. Also, in 2011 a working
group consisting of the Institute of Energy and Environ-
mental Technology e.V. (IUTA), the Federal Institute
for Occupational Safety and Health (BAuA), the Ger-
man Social Accident Insurance Institution for the Raw
Materials and Chemical Industry (BG RCI), the Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health of the DGUV
(IFA), the Technical University Dresden (TUD) and the
German Chemical Industry Association (VCI) published
the document �Tiered Approach to an Exposure Mea-
surement and Assessment of Nanoscale Aerosols
Released from Engineered Nanomaterials in Work-
place Operations�[36].

Also, the competent authorities for protection of
workers and the environment in Germany with the Fed-
eral Environment Ministry developed the idea for
amending the REACH regulation of the EU because
there is need for better identification and assessment
for potential hazards arising from nanomaterials in the
future[37].

CONSUMER PRODUCTS WITH ENMS AND
POTENTIAL FOR EXPOSURE AND TOXIC

EFFECTS TO HUMANS

The development and arrival of novel nano-based
consumer products in the last decade has raised con-
cerns over consumer health and safety. The main
nanoproducts are food materials, innovative food pack-
aging, intelligent delivery mechanisms of nutrients and
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bioactive materials. In the interesting Report of RIVM
(National Insitute for Public Health and the Environ-
ment, Bilthoven The Netherlands): �Exposure to
Nanomaterials in Consumer Products� (Letter Re-

port 340370001/2009, www.rivm.nl) there is an ex-
tensive catalogue of nanomaterials in the various types
of consumemer products. The nanomaterials are mainly
in the form of particles, composites, capsules,
fullerenbes, carbon nanotubes, coatings, nanoporous
materilas, quantum dots, nanofibres, nanowires. The
most important ENMs are used: a). food, beverages,
food containers, food supplements, b) electronic and
computers (electronic parts, display, ink, paper, hard-
ware, recording), c) household products (cleaning sub-
stances, coatings, adhesives, lighting, filtration, sanita-
tion, air purification), d) motor vehicles (catalytic con-
vertors, fuel, energy-batteries, paints, air filtration, etc),
e) clothing, textile coatings, shoes, sporting goods, f)
medical products, wound dressing, skin care, biomedi-
cal applications, g) personal care products (oral hy-
giene, etc), cosmetics, sunscreens However, in the pur-
suit of delivering more and more patentable technolo-
gies and a great variety uses of nanoparticles in food-
stuffs alarmed toxicologists. Food regulators and other
consumer products respond to the potential threat of
nanomaterials guided by toxicity studies[38].

Widespread application of nanomaterials for con-
sumer products confers enormous potential for human
exposure and environmental release. Technological de-
velopments in nanoproducts and applications are out-
pacing research of human health and environmental risks
from pollution. Many decades ago the world had the
example of. genetically modified organisms and the risk
assessment problems related to their use., the future of
nanotechnology will depend on public acceptance of
the risks versus benefits from the nanomaterials. Con-
sumers using ENMs can be affected by inhalation
exposure. Especially, with ENMs that are smaller than
100 nm diameter and can potentially become airborne
particles. These �nanostructured particles� are poten-

tially of concern if they can deposit in the respiratory
system of the consumer (nanoparticles have high sur-
face area and surface activity). Classes of nanoparticles
can cause respiratory toxicity to consumers especially
for discretenanometer-diameter particles, agglomerates
of nanoparticles, and droplets of nanomaterial solutions,

suspensions, or slurries[39].

Skin or dermal penetration

Skin (or dermal) penetration is another form of
exposure that concern toxicoilogists for the variety of
consumer products with nanaomaterials. Skin can be
exposed to solid nanoscale particles in cosmetics
through either intentional or nonintentional means. In-
tentional dermal exposure to nanoscale materials may
include the application of lotions or creams containing
nanoscale TiO

2
 or ZnO as a sunscreen component or

fibrous materials coated with nanoscale substances for
water or stain repellent properties. Nonintentional ex-
posure could involve dermal contact with anthropomor-
phic substances generated during nanomaterial manu-
facture or combustion[40]. Despite the recent advances,
it is unclear whether nanoparticles can penetrate the
human skin and have any toxicological impact. Con-
cerns regarding dermal penetration include skin or other
organ cytotoxicity, accumulation, metabolism and
ptotoactivation on skin. An example of dermal contact
with nanoparticles, is the nanoscale TiO

2 
and ZnO (<100

nm) which are included in sunscreens because of their
ability to block ultraviolet (UV) light. It is known that
TiO

2
 particles below approximately 200 microns do

not scatter visible light but will still scatter some UVA
radiation. Thus the inclusion of nanoscale TiO

2 
(ana-

tase, rutile) or ZnO in sunscreens has the consumer-
desired goal of a clear sunscreen with UV-absorbing
properties. The surfaces of nanocrystals of TiO

2
 can

generate ROS which have the potential for cytotoxic
reactions[41-43].

New scientific developments provide an alterna-
tive by avoiding the generation of ROS in commericial
nanoproducts. For example, anatase TiO

2 
nanoparticles

are covered with inert oxides SiO
2
, Al

2
O

3
 or zirco-

nium[44]. But in general, studies showed that under UV
irradiation sunscreens with TiO

2 
produce ROS that sig-

nificantly depend on their composition. The continuous
in situ irradiation of TiO

2
 powder, recommended for

cosmetic application, investigated in different solvents
(water, DMSO, isopropyl myristate) resulted in the gen-
eration of oxygen-centered reactive radical species (su-
peroxide anion radical, hydroxyl radical, etc)[45]. Skin
penetration by nanoscale TiO

2
 is another issue of con-

cern for toxicologists. Researchers applied TiO
2
 into

http://www.rivm.nl)


Nanomaterials: Environmental pollution, ecolological risks and adverse health effects214

Review
NSNTAIJ, 8(6) 2014

Nano Science and Nano Technology

An Indian Journal

human skin either as an aqueous suspension or oil-in-
water emulsion and evaluated skin penetration. They
observed that TiO

2 
apparently penetrated skin when

applied as an oil-in-water emulsion, and that penetra-
tion was greater when applied to hairy skin, suggesting
surface penetration through hair follicles or pores[46].
Another study in human skin provided compelling evi-
dence that nanoparticles can achieve epidermal and
dermal penetration (microsphere 0.5-1.0 ìm)[47]. Re-
cent studies showed that nanoparticle skin studies dis-
play, increasingly, a multidisciplinary character (penetra-
tion, toxicity studies) but their results are often contra-
dictory. Toxicologists recommend standardisation of
available test systems and focusing on the correlating
physicochemical nanoparticle properties to penetration
potential[48].

A study showed that UVB-damaged skin slightly
enhanced TiO

2
 nanoparticles or ZnO penetration in sun-

screen formulations but no transdermal absorption was
detected[49]. A recent review on the subject of skin pen-
etration and dermal or percutaneous absorption of metal
nanoparticlers and their effect on skin (especially TiO

2

and ZnO) presented results from various studies that
contain contradictory data[50].

Pulmonary toxicity by inhalation

Pulmonary toxicity of carbon Nanotubes (single-
walled NT are graphite sheets rolled into tubes, 1 nm in
diameter and 1000 nm or more in length) have been
studied in recent years. Some NT are capped at either
end by half-fullerene domes to achieve great strength.
Some nanotubes have a strong tendency to agglomer-
ate by van der Waals forces into tattered ropes, whereas,
others remain as a fine powder (much like carbon black.)
is of great concern for exposure of many workers (in
aerospace and other industries) and for consumers us-
ing miniature electronics. Under some conditions the
NTs can reach the respiratory system and can pen-
etrate deep into the lung. The NTs toxicity will also de-
pend on whether they are persistent or cleared from
the lung and whether the host can mount an effective
response to sequester or dispose of the NT particles[51].
Nanotubes were proved to be at least as toxic as quartz
(SiO

2
) and much more toxic than carbon black (a form

of amorphous carbon from incomplete combustion of
fuels that has a high surface-area-to-volume ratio), with

some indication of the effect of metal content on toxic-
ity. The redox properties of iron in SWNT were impli-
cated in oxidative stress and cytotoxicity in cell cultures
of human keratinocytes[52].

These studies and other experimental findings im-
plicate ENMs with respiratory human risks in the work-
ing environment. Nanomaterials inhaled into the lungs
(depending on their content) are capable of eliciting an
inflammatory, granulomatous, and fibrogenic response.
Scientists suggest that permissible exposure level (PEL)
for respirable graphite dust (legislated many decades
ago) may be inadequately protective for exposure to
SWNTs (single wall nanotubes). In vivo experiments
with mice that were exposed to airborne nanotubes at
a concentration of 5 mg/m3, the PEL for respirable
graphite dust, and 40% of the respired nanotubes de-
posited in the pulmonary region, the lungs would accu-
mulate a mass of nanotubes equivalent to the low dose
within 4 working days and a mass equivalent to the high
dose within 17 working days. Moreover, because
SWNTs were more toxic than quartz based on histo-
pathology, assuming similar relative toxicity in humans,
a PEL below that for quartz dust (0.05 mg/m3) is sug-
gested until further characterization of nanotube toxic-
ity[53]. Some toxicological in vivo studies used rats, mice
and hamsters that were exposed to fine-sized TiO

2
 par-

ticles (300 nm), TiO
2
 nanoscale rods or TiO

2
 nanoscale

dot particles (10 nm) were placed intratracheal instilla-
tion doses (1 to 5 mg/kg) in the body of experimental
animals. Results have demonstrated no significant dif-
ferences among any of the particle-exposed groups
compared to vehicle controls with regard to inflamma-
tory or cytotoxic lung responses at any postexposure
time periods[54].

A recent review on toxicological data of titanium
dioxide (TiO

2
) nanoparticles focused on the respira-

tory system, showing the importance of inhalation as
the primary route for exposure in the workplace and
for consumer products. Oral exposure mainly occurs
through food products containing TiO

2
 -additives. Most

dermal exposure studies (in vivo or in vitro) report
that TiO

2
 do not penetrate the stratum corneum (SC).

In the field of nanomedicine, intravenous injection can
deliver TiO

2
 nanoparticulate carriers directly into the

human body. Upon intravenous exposure, TiO
2
 can in-

duce pathological lesions of the liver, spleen, kidneys,
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and brain (at high concentration exposures). There is
also an enormous lack of epidemiological data regard-
ing TiO

2 
nanoparticles. Long-term inhalation studies in

rats have reported lung tumors[55].
Some other toxicological studies investigated the

effects of various surface treatments (0�6% alumina

[Al
2
O

3
] and/or 0�11% amorphous silica [SiO

2
]) on the

toxicity of commercial TiO
2
 particle formulations. Pul-

monary bioassay data from instillation exposures in rats
to TiO

2
 particle-type formulations (compared to refer-

ence base TiO
2 
particle types). The TiO

2
 particle for-

mulations with the largest concentrations of both alu-
mina and amorphous silica surface treatments produced
mildly enhanced adverse pulmonary effects[56].

As noted from the various toxicological studies, the
relevant inhalation dosimetry in risk assessments of
nanoparticles may be surface area or particle number
rather than mass per volume or per body weight, al-
though the complexity of other properties preclude gen-
eralizations to all nanoparticles[57]. Despite this com-
plexity, some patterns are emerging for the more stud-
ied nanomaterial substances. The primary mechanism
of action by inhalation or dermal routes appears to be
free radical generation and oxidative stress associated
with surface reactivity. Oxidative stress associated with
TiO

2
 nanoparticles, for example, results in early inflam-

matory responses such as an increase in polymorpho-
nuclear cells, impaired macrophage phagocytosis, and/
or fibroproliferative changes in rodents[58].

Although most toxicological studies with
nanomaterials have been in vitro, or short-term in vivo
studies involving unnatural delivery (e.g., intratracheal
instillation) in limited species and types of nanoparticles,
the National Toxicology Program is planning short and
long-term studies, including oral, dermal, and inhalation
exposures for some nanoparticles (http://ntp-
server.niehs.nih.gov/files/nanoscale05.pdf).
Nanomaterial research and risk assessments will ulti-
mately need to address multiple potential health effects
including cardiovascular, carcinogenicity, reproductive/
developmental, immunological, and neurological[59]. A
review (2010) summarised the main concerns of ad-
verse effects to health caused by acute or chronic ex-
posure ENMs in the respiratory system. The lung is
one of the main routes of entry for ENMs into the hu-
man body and once enter the interstitial air spaces are

quickly taken up by alveolar cells. The review high-
lighted the different aspects of lung toxicity resulting from
ENM exposure, such as generation of oxidative stress,
DNA damage and inflammation leading to fibrosis and
pneumoconiosis, and the underlying mechanisms caus-
ing pulmonary toxicity[60].

Another review (2013) summarized scientific evi-
dence for the potential toxicity and safty issues of
Enginered NanoParticles (ENPs) for the respiratory
system (workers and consumers) and risk for lung can-
cer after prolonged exposure. Most studies showed that
ENPs can cause pulmonary oxidative and pro-inflam-
matory gene expression in the lungs after chronic expo-
sure at low doses stress[61].

RECENT TOXICOLOGICAL STUDIES: ARE
ENMS CARCINOGENIC?

There is a constant stream of scientific papers in
the last 5 years on the cytotoxicity of engineered
nanomatrials using in vitro and in vivo studies and other
methodological approaches. Alhough there are physi-
cochemical differences of ENMs compared to particu-
late matter, fibrous materials and amorphous dusts, the
mechanisms of toxicity and cytotoxicity must be very
similar. In vitro studies were performed a standardized
in vitro screening of 23 engineered nanomaterials
(ENM) by adapting three classical in vitro toxicity as-
says to eliminate nanomaterial interference.
Nanomaterial toxicity was assessed in ten representa-
tive cell lines. Six ENM induced oxidative cell stress
while only a single nanomaterial reduced cellular meta-
bolic activity, but none of the particles studied affected
cell viability. Results suggested that surface chemistry,
surface coating and chemical composition are likely
determinants of nanomaterial toxicity. Scientists sug-
gested that accurate identification of nanomaterial cy-
totoxicity requires a matrix based on a set of sensitive
cell lines and in vitro assays measuring different cyto-
toxicity endpoints[62].

Scientists studied the cytotoxicity in vitro of gold
nanoparticles since they are used in many products.
These were 12 nm spherical gold nanoparticle coated
or not with hyaluronic acid. Toxicological results rang-
ing from the effects of a 10-days exposure in an in vitro
model with BALB/c 3T3 fibroblast cells show how 12



Nanomaterials: Environmental pollution, ecolological risks and adverse health effects216

Review
NSNTAIJ, 8(6) 2014

Nano Science and Nano Technology

An Indian Journal

nm spherical gold nanoparticles are internalized from
3T3 cells by endo-lysosomal pathway. Other results
showed that gold nanoparticles, though not being a se-
vere cytotoxicant, induce DNA damage probably
through an indirect mechanism due to oxidative stress.
Coating the gold ENP with hyaluronic acid reduces
cytotoxicity and slows their cell internalization. These
results will be of great interest to medicine. Gold ENP
(with or without coating) are suitable for therapeutic
applications due to their tunable cell uptake and low
toxicity[63].

A recent review (2012) summarised many in vitro
investigations about the toxicology of engineered
nanoparticles. The evaluation of nanoparticles toxicity
by in vitro studies gave toxicologists important infor-
mation, especially in terms of toxic mechanisms. Some
studies showed that some ENP induce oxidative stress,
apoptosis, production of cytokines, and cell death.
There are also studies of different results, some with
low and some with high influences, for the same type
nanoparticle. The aggregation state and metal ion re-
lease ability of nanoparticles affect its toxicological cel-
lular effects. This inconsistency prompted scientists to
want standardised methodologies[64].

In vivo studies for nanotoxicity are steadily emerg-
ing in the scientific literature of the last decade to evalu-
ate biological impact of nanomaterial exposure in ex-
perimental animals. Over the last decade nanotoxicology
methods have mostly relied on in vitro cell-based char-
acterizations that do not account for the complexity of
in vivo systems with respect to biodistribution, me-
tabolism, hematology, immunology, and neurological
ramifications. Efforts in standardizing methodology to
study the in vivo safety of these materials are currently
undertaken by various government agencies and re-
search organizations[65]. Some other In vivo studies on
ENMs were focusing on nanomaterials for wide appli-
cations in medicine, biological sensing, drug delivery
and biomedical imaging. Experimental animals were used
in these studies to evaluate the toxicity but also the
biodistribution of ENMs and their in vivo pharmacoki-
netics pathways, depending of the surface chemistry,
shape and sizes. Data are summarised in a recent re-
view, including the toxicological debates on administra-
tions routes, doses and surface functionalization which
are critical to the in vivo toxicity studies[66].

Another important health risk of nanaoparticles that
concerned scientists for a long time was their potential
for carcinogenicity. A critical review (2011) for ENMs
carcinogenicity was contacted by a working group of
the German Federal Environment Agency and the Ger-
man Federal Institute for Risk Assessment. The work-
ing group concluded that the potential carcinogenic risk
of nanomaterials can be assessed only on a case-by-
case basis. There is certain evidence that different forms
of CNTs and nanoscale TiO

2
 particles may induce

tumours in sensitive animal models. The scientists of the
working group assumed that the mode of action of the
inhalation toxicity of asbestos-like fibres and of inhalable
fractions of biopersistent fine dusts of low toxicity is
very similar to nanoparticles. For example, it is known
that nano-TiO

2
 is linked to chronic ROS generation and

inflammatory processes (pathways for the initiation of
carcinogenicity). All epidemiological studies on carci-
nogenicity for a variety of manufactured nanomaterials
are not sufficiently conclusive. The existing database is
not adequate for risk assessment. Some studies pro-
vide evidence of a nano-specific potential to induce
tumours, other studies did not (possibly due to insuffi-
cient characterisation, difference in the experimental
design, use of different animal models and/or differences
in dosimetry). An assessment of the carcinogenic po-
tential and its relevance for humans are currently fraught
with uncertainty. On the other hand, certain nano-prop-
erties such as small size, shape and reactivity, retention
time and distribution in the body.as well as subcellular
and molecular interactions may play a role in determin-
ing the carcinogenic potential of the nanomaterial. All of
these factors leave no doubt about the carcinogenicity
of ENPs need more research and more detailed epide-
miological procedures[67].

Furthemore, in another review (2012) scientists
analysed a series of studies for the potential of lung can-
cer for exposures to airborne manufactuted
nanoparticles (MNPs). The reviewers concluded that
low toxicity and low solubility MNPs are unlikely to
pose a substantial lung cancer risk as they are not very
biologically active. Probably nanoparticles with a more
reactive surface can generate ROS and promote in-
flammation more readily. Inflammation could be suffi-
ciently intense to lead to secondary carcinogenesis via
the oxidants and mitogens produced during inflamma-
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tion. There is some evidence from in vitro experiments
that some MNPs can gain access to the DNA of the
nucleus cause oxidative damage. MNPs that are fibre-
shaped and have properties similar to asbestos fibers
might pose a special cancer hazard to the lungs, pleural
and peritoneal mesothelium[68].

NANOMATERIALS AS ENVIRONMENTAL
POLLUTANTS

The dramatic rise of applications of ENMs and their
use in electronic devices, consumer products, medi-
cines and personal care products inevitably generated
an emerging class of environmental pollutants. Some
scientists suggest that existing regulations for chemical
environmental pollutants are sufficient to predict ENMs
distribution between environmental compartments (air,
soil and water), some others believe that we need new
rules to account for the specific properties of ENMs[69].

Over the past decade, researchers have made sig-
nificant progress in understaning factors that influence
the fate and transport of ENMs in environmental com-
partments, especially waste products from manufac-
turing in the aquatic environments. Environmentalists from
the beginning employed the basic rules of toxicological
monitoring, such as octanol�water partition coefficients,

solid-water partition coefficients, rate constants describ-
ing reactions such as dissolution, sedimentation, and
degradation. The first studies showed that ENMs ap-
pear to accumulate at the octanol�water interface and

readily interact with other interfaces, such as lipid�wa-

ter interfaces. However, ENMs probably do not be-
have in the same way as dissolved chemicals, and there-
fore, researchers need to use measurement techniques
and concepts more commonly associated with colloids.
Only a few structure�activity relationships have been

developed for ENMs so far, but such evaluations will
facilitate the understanding of the reactivities of differ-
ent forms of a single ENM. The establishment of pre-
dictive capabilities for ENMs in the environment would
enable accurate exposure assessments that would as-
sist in ENM risk management[70].

This was an explroratory decade after 2000 of re-
search efforts as far as environmental problems of
ENMs are concerned. Scientists concentrated on the
environmental methodologies and the analytical tech-
niques of ENMs, especially fate, transport and

toxicolological effects. The results forced them to realise
that their studies were hampered by a lack of adequate
analytical techniques fot he detection and quantification
at environmental relevant concentrations in complex
media. The traditional analytical techniques proved in-
adequate for the physicochemical forms of ENMs. The
majority of ENMs in the environment are presented as
colloidal systems and the surrounding environment af-
fects their properties, making analysis susceptible to
artefacts. The most pressing research needs at present
for ENMs are the development of techniques for ex-
traction, cleanup, separation, and sample storage that
introduce minimal artefacts, increase sensitivity, and add
specificity of analytical techniques. Scientists are also
interested to develope techniques that can differentiate
between abundant, naturally occurring particles, and
manufactured nanoparticles[71].

Experimental analytical techniques showed that
ENMs exhibit significant settling under normal gravita-
tional conditions and they are also likely to exhibit sig-
nificantly diminished diffusivities (when compared to truly
dissolved species) in environmental media. It is known
that air/water, air/soil, and water/soil intermedium trans-
port is governed by diffusive processes in the absence
of significant gravitational and inertial impaction pro-
cesses in environmental systems. For example, in the
case of significant atmospheric ENMs, nanoparticles
exhibit an atmospheric residence time of ten to twenty
days and atmospheric aggregates (range 10-6-10-7 m)
are the least likely to deposit in human respiratory sys-
tem. Also, ENMs colloidal particles suspensions
showed stability in water and aquatic exposure assess-
ment models produce great uncertainty in their results[72].

Scientists agreed that there are at present scarse
data on ENMs emissions and environmental concen-
trations. One of the few available ENMs studies inves-
tigated TiO

2
 particles that are used in large quantities in

exterior paints as whitening pigments. The TiO
2
 par-

ticles were traced (roughly 20 and 300 nm) to the dis-
charge into surface waters. Analytical electron micros-
copy revealed that TiO

2
 particles are detached from

facade paints by and are then transported by facade
runoff and are discharged into natural waters. By com-
bining results from microscopic investigations with bulk
chemical analysis the researchers calculated the num-
ber densities of synthetic TiO

2
 particles in the runoff[73].
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Some experimental evidence is available on the re-
lease of nanosized materials from commercial textiles
during washing. In one study researchers observed that
dissolution of Ag-NPs occurs under conditions relevant
to washing (pH 10) with dissolved concentrations 10
times lower than at pH 7. However, bleaching agents
(H

2
O

2
, peracetic acid) can greatly accelerate the dis-

solution of Ag. The amount and form of Ag released
from the fabrics as ionic and particulate Ag depended
on the type of Ag-incorporation into the textile. These
results have important implications for the risk assess-
ment of Ag-textiles and environmental fate studies[74].
Another important aspect of silver nanoparticles is trans-
port from antibacterial fabrics into sweat. After incuba-
tion of the fabrics in artificial sweat, silver was released
from fabrics to varying extents, ranging from 0 to about
322 mg/kg of fabric weight.The quantity released de-
pendent on the amount of silver coating, the fabric quality
and the artificial sweat formulations including its pH[75].

Environmental pollution by ENMs is not very well
researched. There is a handful of modelling studies that
have investigated ENM release to the environment.
Sewage sludge, wastewater, and waste incineration of
products containing ENM were shown to be the major
flows through which ENMs end up in the environment.
However, reliable data are particularly lacking on re-
lease during ENM production and applications. Quan-
titative data linking occupational exposure measurements
and ENM emission flows into the environment are al-
most completely missing[76].

Nanotechnological applications and their associated
environmental problems are reflected in the numerous
publications the last few years. Here we present a se-
lection of books focusing on the environmental prob-
lems and health and safety issues by ENMs[77-82].

NANOECOTOXICOLOGY AND RISK ASSESS-
MENT

Nanotechnology applications raised many of the
same issues as any new technology, including concerns
about environmental impact of nanomaterials in eco-
systems. It is estimates that over 1000 manufacturer-
nanotechnology products are publicly available now and
4-5 new applications are coming into the market every
week. The rapid application of nanotechnology prod-
ucts in the last decade formulate the need for a new

subdiscipline of ecotoxicology that is called
Nanoecotoxicology, with the first scientific papers start-
ing in 2006. The ecotoxicological problems from ENMs
and their presence in the natural environment and the
ecosystems are challenging tasks for environmental toxi-
cologists and ecological risk assessment speciailists[83].

In the decade, the scientific discipline ENM
ecotoxicology faces two important and challenging prob-
lems: a) the analysis of the safety of nanotechnologies in
the natural environment and b) the promotion of sus-
tainable development while mitigating the potential pit-
falls of innovative nanotechnologies. The most impor-
tant concern inevitably is focused on the problems of
pollution on the quatic environmental compartments.
Nanoecotoxicology studies until now focused on the
aquatic freshwater species and soil organisms[84-86].

Also, the new REACH regulation in the European
Union for environmental safety of commercial chemi-
cals (Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and
Restricition, 2007) promoted a series of
nanoecotoxicology studies. These studies focused on
adverse effects of nanoparticles on fish, algae and
daphnids, which are ecotoxicological model organisms
for classification and labeling of chemicals. At present
the ecotoxicological literature contains numerous stud-
ies which used a battery of selected test organisms at
different food-chain levels. Unlike in the past, one single
biotest can not predict ecotoxicological effects in com-
plex ecosystems at different levels, so 3-4 tests are used.
The initial nanoecotoxicology studies focused on ENMs
of TiO

2
, ZnO and CuO and other materials that proved

toxic to several aquatic invertebrate test species[87].
For example, in laboratory experiments the impact

of TiO
2 
nanoparticles was observed in the population

dynamics and production of biomass across a range of
freshwater algae. Researchers exposed 10 of the most
common species of North American freshwater pelagic
algae for 25 days (phytoplankton) to five increasing
concentrations of n-TiO

2
 (ranging from controls to 300

mg n-TiO
2
 L�1). On average, increasing concentrations

of n-TiO
2
 had no significant effects on algal growth rates.

Although titanium TiO
2
 nanoparticles could influence

certain aspects of population growth of freshwater phy-
toplankton, the effects are unlikely at environmentally
relevant concentrations[88].

The zooplankton Daphnia magna is a typical test
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organism that is used in ecotoxicological studies. Sci-
entists combined a chronic flow-through exposure sys-
tem with subsequent acute toxicity tests for the stan-
dard test organism Daphnia magna. Their results
showed that juvenile offspring of adults that were pre-
viously exposed to TiO

2
 nanoparticles exhibit a signifi-

cantly increased sensitivity, compared with the offspring
of unexposed adults, as displayed by lower 96 hours-
EC

50 
values. Researchers concluded that

ecotoxicological research requires further development
to include the assessment of the environmental risks of
nanoparticles for the next and hence not directly ex-
posed generation, which is currently not included in stan-
dard test protocols[89].

Soil eartworms test is another standard test in
ecotoxicological studies for soil pollution. A recent study
with earthworms (Eisenia Andrei and Eisenia fetida)
tested the toxicity of TiO

2
 nanomaterials. Three types

of commercially available uncoated TiO
2
 nano-materi-

als were used (diameters 5, 10 and 21  nm). Expo-
sure test were conducetd to field and to artificial soil
containing between 200 and 10,000  mg nano-
TiO

2
 (mg/kg). Results showed no significant effect on

juvenile survival and growth and adult earthworm sur-
vival However, earthworms avoided artificial soils
amended with nano-TiO

2
. Researchers concluded that

earthworms can detect nano-TiO
2
 in soil, although ex-

posure has no apparent effect on survival or standard
reproductive parameters[90].

Bivalve molluscs are established for biomonitoring
of toxic contaminants and ecotoxicological studies (be-
cause of their abundance in freshwater and marine eco-
systems as suspension feeders). Bivalve molluscs rep-
resent a particularly suitable aquatic model organism
for investigating the effects and mechanisms of action
underlying the potential toxicity of ENMs in marine in-
vertebrates. As suspension-feeders, bivalves have highly
developed processes for cellular internalization of nano-
and micro-scale particles (endo- and phagocytosis),
integral to key physiological functions such as intra-cel-
lular digestion. Researchers have exposed in particular
mussels Mytilus spp at different types of ENMs. The
in vivo experimental results indicate that, due to the
physiological mechanisms involved in the feeding pro-
cess, ENMs agglomerates or aggregates are taken up
by the gills and then directed to the digestive gland,

where intra-cellular uptake of nanosized materials in-
duces lysosomal perturbations and oxidative stress[91].

Another study examined the uptake of nanoparticles
by two species of suspension-feeding bivalves (mus-
sels Mytilus edulis, and oysters Crassostrea virginica),
which capture individual particles with diameter <1nm
with a retention efficiency of around 15% or more.
Results indicated that aggregates of NP significantly
enhance the uptake of 100-nm particles. Nanoparticles
had a longer gut retention time suggesting that
nanoparticles were transported to the digestive gland.
Researchers suggested that their data tend to indicate a
mechanism for significant nanoparticle ingestion by ma-
rine species. Inevitably, this wiil have implications for
further toxicological effects and transfer of ENMs to
higher trophic levels[92].

Marine bivalves were used for tests of toxicity of
gold nanoparticles (AuNPs) that are used in many
nanomaterials. The marine bivalve Scrobicularia plana
was exposed to AuNPs of size (size 5, 15 and 40 nm, at
concentrations 100 ìg Au L-1) for 16 days under labora-
tory conditions. at 100 ìg. Results showed that the clams
accumulated gold in their soft tissues. The response was
metallothionein induction (cysteine-rich, low MW pro-
teins with capacity to bind metals and xenobiotics) and
increased antioxidant enzyme activities of catalase (CAT),
superoxide dismutase (SOD) and of glutathione S-trans-
ferase (GST). These responses are typical of increased
oxidative stress However, the researchers underlined that
these effects were observed at a dose much higher than
expected in the environment[93].

A recent critical review focused on the scientific
literature on carbon nanotubes (CNTs) in environmen-
tal pollution, especially from polymeric products. The
review included papers on transport through surface
and subsurface media, aggregation behaviours and in-
teraction with soil and sediment particles, potential trans-
formations and degradation, and their potential
ecotoxicity in soil, sediment, and aquatic ecosystems.
The reviewers from the data concluded that one of ma-
jor limitation of research is the quantification of CNT
masses in relevant media[94].

Research showed that CNTs many influence the
bioaccumulation and fate of other pollutants in environ-
mental systems because they have strong sorptive ca-
pacities for metals and various hydrophobic organic
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chemicals. CNTs may act in a manner similar to char-
coal or black carbon by sequestering such compounds
and limiting their bioavailability and mobility. It is also
possible that nanotubes could serve as concentrators,
durable sources, and transporters of such chemicals into
organisms, thus exacerbating bioaccumulation and food
chain transfer[95].

Practical experiences on ecotoxicology research with
ENMs are documented in another review and reviewers
recommend changes in the challenging problems to as-
sist researchers. The reviewers focused on nano-spe-
cific modifications of ecotoxicological protocols and the
maintenance of exposure concentrations. Also, they con-
sidered generic practical issues, as well as specific issues
for aquatic tests, marine grazers, soil organisms, and
bioaccumulation studies. They recommend that current
Invertebrate (Daphnia) ecotoxicity tests should account
for mechanical toxicity of ENMs. Fish tests should con-
sider semistatic exposure to minimize wastewater and
animal husbandry. The inclusion of a benthic test is rec-
ommended for the base set of ecotoxicity tests with
ENMs. The sensitivity of soil tests needs to be increased
for ENMs and shortened for logistics reasons[96].

In May 2012 the European Network on the Health
and Environmental Impact of Nanomaterisls
(NonaImpactNet) released a report on nanomaterials and
the collective experience of working at the research bench
with ENMs. The researchers-reviewers in this report
recommended modifications to existing experimental
methods and OECD protocols. They provided details
of experimental procedures on electron microscopy,
dark-field microscopy, a range of spectroscopic meth-
ods, light scattering techniques and chromatographic tech-
niques. The reviewers concluded that most ecotoxicity

protocols will require some modifications[97].
From the presentation of the above selected

ecotoxicological studies and reports we can conclude
that for the moment there are many challenges and dif-
ficulties in interpretation of data from ecotoxciological
tests concerning ENMs toxicity towards ecosystems.
Ecotoxicologists propose reasonable modifications and
adjustements of the standard ecotoxicity tests to the
requirements of ENMs physicochemical characteris-
tics.

FUTURE CHALLENGERS FOR RISK AS-
SESSMENT OF NEW NANOMATERIALS

Engineered nanomaterials in the last decade and
their applications for various commercial products have
advanced substantially. Novel materials at size of 100
nm or less has become one of the most promising areas
of nanotechnology. Because of their intrinsic proper-
ties, nanoparticles are commonly employed in electron-
ics, photovoltaic, catalysis, environmental and space en-
gineering, cosmetic industry and in medicine and phar-
macy. All these new products forced toxicologists and
ecotoxciologists to deal with new challenges concering
their toxicological assessment.

It has been largely recognised by many scientists
that substantial limitations and uncertainties make the
conventional risk assessment (RA) of chemicals unfea-
sible to apply to engineered nanomaterials. This fact
offers new challenges in methodological toxicological
apprioaches which leaves the health and safety regula-
tors and environmental lawmakers with little support in
the near future for regulating ENMs[98,99].

The future challenge facing scientists for ENMs toxi-

cological assessmement have been collected in a recent study, with emphasis for cosmetics and textiles[100,101].
Nanomaterials from   TiO2 or ZnO UV- protection 
Silver nanoparticles Anti-bacterial (e.g. in deodorants) 
Fullerene (C60) Antioxidants, radical scavenging creams 
Pigments Coloring 
Silica nanoparticlers Absorbance of oil, long-lasting cosmetics 
Hydroxylapatite Toothpaste (remineralizing) 
Liposomes Supply of e.g. vitamins 

Cosmetics (nanomaterials and their applications)
Silver nanoparticles Anti-bacterial properties 
ZnO or TiO2 UV- protection 
TiO2 or MgO Self-sterilizing (chemical, biological protection) 
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Textiles (nanomaterilas and applications

CONCLUSIONS

The presentation of the most recent studies and re-
views on the toxicity and ecotoxicity assessment of
ENMs showed that there are not alerting human health
and safety problems with nanotechnology applications.
However, the emerging toxicological problems and un-
certainties due to the special ENMs physicochemical
characteristics give substantial new thoughts to regula-
tors of national policies that guarantee the responsible
development of nanotechnologies. The environmental
pollution problems and impact to ecosystems by ENMs
are at the forefront of concern of many national and
international scientific and environmental organizations.

As far as to the reliable risk assessments of ENMs
is concerned, until now there is still the remaining issue
to be resolved of whether or not specific challenges
and unique features exist on the nanoscale that have to
be tackled and distinctively addressed, given that they
substantially differ from those encountered with
microsized materials or regular chemicals.

The safety evaluation and assessment of manufac-
tured nanomaterials that ensure human health and envi-
ronmental protection are overseen by the international
Organization of Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment. The OECD�s Working Party on Manufac-
tured Nanomaterials (WPMN) is a scientific body that
concentrates on human health and environmental safety
implications of manufactured nanomaterials and aims
to ensure that the approach to hazard, exposure and
risk assessment is of a high, science-based, and inter-
nationally harmonised standard. Its programme seeks
to promote international cooperation on the human
health and environmental safety of manufactured
nanomaterials, and involves the safety testing and risk
assessment of manufactured nanomaterials. The future
priorities for OECD for ENMs are: establishing an

OECD database, testing ENMS for their health and
safety evaluation, promoting alternative test methods
for nano-toxicity, facilitating international co-operation,
developing guidance on exposure measurements and
promoting the environmental sustainable use of
nanotechnology[102].
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