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ABSTRACT
The levels of representative organophosphorus pesticide-methyl-parathion
have been measured by different methods in 11 different samples of
Achyranthes bidentata (AB). A new method by fluorimetry with calcein-
Pd2+ was used to determinate organophosphorus pesticide- methyl-par-
athion. Although the frequency of methyl-parathion was relatively high,
the levels of  its residues were lower than that could be harmful to hu-
man health. To the samples collected from the same habitats, a rule
could be found from the results that the levels of methyl-parathion in
the samples mix-fried with wine decreased more or less, compared to the
raw samples.       2007 Trade Science Inc. - INDIA
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INTRODUCTION

Pesticide constitute a major group of potential
environmental hazards to man. Pesticides have been
routinely used in most countries of the world to con-
trol harmful pests. One of  the most important as-
pects for minimizing the potential hazards to human
health is the monitoring of pesticide residues in food.

Organophosphorus pesticides are the most widely
used in all kinds of pesticides, methyl-parathion is
one of  the organophosphorus pesticides used gener-
ally and of  severe toxicity. It was reported that 75.4%
of pesticides poisoning were caused by organophos-
phorus pesticides, furthermore, 80.0% within that
ascribed to the participation of methyl-parathion[3].

Industrialization has improved the technology as
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well as the quality of life, but also resulted in an
increase of metals concentrations in environment.
Heavy metals that may contaminate different foods
constitute serious health hazards depending on their
relative levels. Achyranthes bidentata (AB), is widely
distributed and grown in Korea, China and Vietnam
and has been shown to have wide application in tra-
ditional and folk medicines in these, as well as, other
eastern countries[5]. The leaves and seeds have been
reported as excellent cereal grain substitutes during
periods of famine in both India and China. The
whole plant, and particularly the roots, has been
shown to contain various saponins, sterols, polysac-
charides and alkaloids[1,5] and has well-defined ex-
pectorant, anti-in. Ammatory, antipyretic, antirheu-
matic and diuretic activities. In addition, to the above
phytochemical compounds, several bioactive
polysaccharides have been shown to possess immuno
potentiating effects and also antitumor/necrotic ac-
tivity in animal trials[2].

Although much is known about its function, little,
if  any information is available on pesticides residues
in AB. It was, therefore, the purpose of  this study to
determine the content of  the residue of  the organo-
phosphorus pesticide-methyl-parathion is of  para-
mount importance to help in assessing the AB qual-
ity. Also it conducted to reveal and draw attention
to the great problem of environmental pollution.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials
1. Sample collection and sample preparation

11 samples were collected randomly from four
primary habitats in China (including Provinces of
Henan, Hebei, Anhui and Shanxi) to assess the lev-
els of some heavy metals as well as methyl-parathion.
Within them 7 samples was raw, and the other 4
samples of different processing method, mix-fried
with wine, were assayed for comparative purposes
in the same experimental conditions.

The samples were dried in an oven at 60°C for
24h and the dried material was powdered using a
porcelain crucible. The analyses were carried out in
triplicate.

2. Instrumentation
The following apparatuses were used: a HITACHI

F-4500 fluoro spectrophotometer; respectively.
3. Standards and reagents

Standard of methyl-parathion was provided by
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

All reagents were of analytical grade. Deionized
water was used. All glassware was soaked in a solu-
tion of 50% nitric acid for 24h, followed by rinsing
with deionized water.

Methods
1. Determination of  methyl-parathion residue

A fluorometric determination of  trace methyl-
parathion was established. The method was based
on that the calcein displayed fluorescence in pH=7.4
buffer solution and its fluorescence disappeared when
the calcein reacted with Pd2+(mol/mol=1:1). The
complex of methyl-parathion-Pd2+ was more stabil-
ity than the complex of calcein-Pd2+, when methyl-
parathion reacted with calcein-Pd2+, the calcein was
freed and its fluorescence appeared again. The fluo-
rescence maximum excitation and emission wave-
lengths were 492 and 512nm, respectively. The lin-
ear range was 1.0×10-7~1.2×10-6mol/L, calibration
curve was y= 3.02 +3.01×107x, r=0.9969, y and x
present fluorescence and the concentration of me-
thyl-parathion (mol/L), respectively. The detection
limit was 5.0×10-8mol/L. Recovery was 87~108%,
RSD<4%.

The extraction of the methyl-parathion residue
in samples was conducted according to procedures
outlined in the FDA’s PAM 1(1994). The determina-
tion procedure was that 5ml of 1.0×10-6mol/L
calcein-Pd2+ solution, 5ml of pH=7.4 buffer
solution(preparation with NaOH-KH2PO4) and the
preparation solution of each sample were added to a
25ml volume flask. The volume was completed to
25ml with the deionized water. The obtained solu-
tion was used for determination after 8h.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the methyl-parathion in the eleven
samples were showed in TABLE 1



QU Ling-bo et al. 9ESAIJ, 2(1) January 2007

An Indian Journal
Environmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental ScienceEnvironmental Science

EcotoxicologyEcotoxicologyEcotoxicologyEcotoxicologyEcotoxicology

The results in TABLE 1 showed that the orga-
nophosphorus pesticide- methyl-parathion was found
in all of the eleven samples and presented concen-
trations from 0.29-3.55ug/g. The lowest and high-
est values were found in the samples of Shanxi 2
and Hebei 2, respectively. From the above results it
can be concluded that, although the frequency of
methyl-parathion was relatively high, the levels of
its residues were lower than the level that can be
harmful to human health. But with the view to se-
vere toxicity of  methyl-parathion, it was suggested
to avoid being used as it as possible.

It was worthy of note that, to the samples col-
lected from the same habitats, a rule could be found
from the results that the levels of methyl-parathion
in the samples mix-fried with wine decreased more
or less, compared to the raw samples. For example,
the values of methyl-parathion residues in Henan 1
and Henan 2 presented 3.45 and 3.27 ug/g, respec-
tively, whereas it decreased to 2.31 ug/g in Henan
3, which was mix-fried with wine. The same trend
occurred in Hebei 1 and Hebei 2 vs Hebei 3 ( 3.34,
3.55 to 3.00 ug/g ), Hebei 4 vs Hebei 5 ( 1.91 to
0.56 ug/g ), Shanxi 1 vs Shanxi 2 (2.14 to 0.19 ug/g ),
respectively. It can owe to the same strong polarity
of methyl-parathion and alcohol. When the AB
samples were mix-fried with wine, the alcohol can take
some methyl-parathion away. So it was recommended
that AB mix-fried with wine will be better than the
raw material for use as medicine, as well as food.
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a The samples mix-fried with wine
b Samples of Hebei 4 and Hebei 5 were collceted from Heibei Province
but of the different species with Hebei 1, Hebei 2 and Hebei 3

TABLE 1: Concentrations of  methyl-parathion in 11
AB samples

Samples Methyl-parathion (ug/g) 
Henan 1 3.45 
Henan 2 3.27 
Henan 3a 2.31 
Hebei 1 3.34 
Hebei 2 3.55 
Hebei 3a 3.00 
Hebei b 4 1.91 
Hebei b 5a 0.56 
Anhui 1 1.24 
Shanxi 1 2.14 
Shanxi 2a 0.29 


