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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to establish the extent of community
participation in natural resources conservation in Boki local Government
Area, Cross River State. Likert-scale questionnaire was structured and
randomly administered on (5) five out of (ten) wards in Boki Local
Government Area. The data collected was presented and analyzed with
descriptive statistics using tables and simple percentages. The study
reveal ed that membersof Boki community participate significantly in forest,
land and water resources management. Based on the findings of this study,
it was recommended that a timely harmonization of local and scientific
knowledge on community’s participation in environmental conservation
should be carried out in setting a genuine agenda for sustainabl e resources
conservation and protection. Participatory monitoring should be built into
proj ects design when the process itself is open to the ideas and awareness
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of membersof the community.

INTRODUCTION

In recent timesthe devel opment communitiesin
Africahave moved away from “top-down” approach
toward more participatory “bottom-up” approaches.
Theshift in paradigm has occurred in recognition of the
fact that loca cooperation, participation and manage-
ment arecrucia to achieving both short-term develop-
ment result and long-term sustainability. Alongthesame
lines, the conservation community isbeginning to ap-
preciatethe necessity of incorporating loca participa
tioninenvironmental conservation efforts.

Participation hasno meaning unlessthe peoplein-
volved havesignificant control over thedecisionscon-

© 2013 Trade Sciencelnc. - INDIA

cerning the organi zation they belong. Community par-
ticipationisan active process by which beneficiary in-
fluencethe decision and direction of the devel opment
project withaview to enhancingtheir livdihoodinterms
of income, personal growth, self-reliance or other val-
uesthey cherish®®. Thisimpliesthat the context of par-
ticipation in devel opment project istheinvolvement
of beneficiariesand aprocess of sharing project ben-
efits.

Inthe context of development, community partici-
pation may be viewed asaprocessthat servesasin-
strument of empowerment, building beneficiary capac-
ity, increaseeffectivenessdesireto sharecost, improve
efficiency inrelationto the project!.
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Community participationinnatural resourcescon-
servation project cannot therefore be over emphasized.
Thisisbecausetherapidloss of natural resourcesin
deve oping countrieshas become asubject of increas-
inginternational and nationd concern. Thisisevidence
inthe substantial increasein theinterest accorded to
environmental conservation by various governments,
donorsand conservation agencies. Theleve of interest
in conservation asan environmenta and devel opment
problem requirespractica action.

To maximizethechancesof sustainableconserva
tioninitiatives, rura communitiesneedtobeinvolvedin
both the concept and approach. Thismeansthat par-
ticipationin decision-making processand intheevalu-
ation, monitoring and management of resourcesand the
environmentiscruad. Thisinclusvenessismorelikdy
to build aconservation ethicswhere people understand
that their livelihood depends on hedl thy maintenance of
theenvironment. Many studieshave shown community
participation to be oneof thecritica empowerment of
successinirrigation, livestock, weter, forestry and agri-
culture projects® community participation hasbecome
therefore very important to scholars, organi zationsand
Nations. For instance, Ajake® remarked that partici-
pation has been used to justify theextension of state
forest control aswell asthebuilding of local capacity
and self-reliance. It hasbeen used to justify decision
imposed by external agenciesaswell asdescribethe
process of devolving rea power and decision making.
Experience has shown that participation grows more
out of practical than normative considerations. One of
themost expang veforestry programmeswith commu-
nity participationisthat operated by villageforestry as-
sociationsin South K ored?*¥ and the af orestation sub-
project in Nepa™. Other experiencesinclude com-
munity conservetionin Tsavo West Nationa parkKenya
wheretheloca communitiesareinvolved and haveben-
efited from conservation of protected areas. A refores-
tation project in Senegal gained impressiveresultsas
Senegdl forest serviceworkswith rurd community and
councilsproviding themwith inputs, whilethevillage
councilscontributelabour to plant trees. Income gen-
erated from the sale of wood was used by the council
accordingtoitsown prioritied*y,

The need for communitiesto invest in natural re-
sources conservation and to reduce the effect of envi-
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ronmental degradation isindisputablein Nigeriaand
particularly in Boki Loca Government Areaof Cross
River State. The peoplein the study areaare highly
dependent onforest ecosystem for itsdiverseand abun-
dant natural, wildlife, land, food and water resources.
Theimportance of these resources has caused indig-
enous people to diverse way of managing them
sustainably. But, evidence hasshownthat theactivities
of therural peopleare not given considerationinre-
search and government policiesand decisonsonthe
management of natural resourcesneglectstheir activi-
tiesinthe study area.

The Cross River State forestry commission has
takentheinitiativeto ingtitutionalize participatory forest
management and community forestry asava uableand
sugtainableforest management optionin Boki loca gov-
ernment areaand some other Local Government Ar-
eas. Theestablishment of Nationa Park by thefedera
government in Okwango area of Boki and managing
thedrill ranch in Bwanchor, strengthen thedrivefor
community partici patory approach to management and
conservation of natura resources. Yet, evidenceof deg-
radation and depl etion of natura resourcesare observed
in the study area. This may be attributed to the non-
involvement of theloca peoplein management activi-
fies.

Rapid degradation of natura resourcesglobally, na-
tionally and locally has continued to be a subject of
concern and uncertainty among scholars. For instance,
therate of forest destruction has accel erated signifi-
cantly sincetheturn of thecentury. Thisismost critical
inthetropicswhereover 2.5 hillion people depend on
forest resources for a variety of serviceg/30:3740,
Cunningham and Cunningham™2 report that an esti-
mated 12.5 million km of tropical forest landswere
covered with closed canopy forest acentury ago and
9.2million haor 0.6 percent of theremaining forestis
cleared each year. However therate of forest lost at
theglobd levd isnot Sgnificantly different fromthecur-
rent trend in Nigeria and Cross River State.
Nwoboshi? reported that forest clearancein Nigeria
isput at an average of 400,000 haper annum, while
afforestation hasonly 32,000 haannually. Thecumula:
tiveeffect of theseisthat the country haslost 50 million
of forest inlessthan 100 years. Ajake“ observed in
Cross River State that between 2000 to 2005, about
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20,000haof reserved areas are converted to agricul -
turd plantation.

Asaresult of the magnitude and speed of forest
and land resources degradation, ademonstration of dif-
ferent Srategiesespecidly in thetropi cshasbeen docu-
mented by various scholarsover thetimeg*2022:3034-3638],
In Nigeriaand Cross River in particular, natural re-
sources conservati on has been through the creation of
protected areaor landscapes such as national parks,
wildlifesanctuariesor theextractivetypewhich allow
limited expl oitation of natural resourcesfrom national
forests (Parks), forest reserves, hunting and fishing
zones™,

In spiteof the numerousfunction of conservation
drategies, naturd resourcesareincreasingly under threet
asaresult of the growing population and expanding
consumption of theresources® especidly inBoki lo-
ca government areaof CrossRiver State. Thismay be
attributed to the non recognition and parti cipation of
indigenous communitieswhoselivelihood dependson
suchresources and arethe custodian of the naturd land-
scapes. It isin thisregardsthat thisstudy seek toin-
vestigatethelevd of loca peopleparticipationin natu-
ral resourceconsarvationin Boki locd Government area
inCrossRiver state, Nigeria.

MATERIALAND METHODS

Sudy area

The study was carried out in Boki local govern-
ment areaof CrossRiver State. Boki isoneof theeigh-
teenlocal government areasof CrossRiver Stateand
the second largest in terms of landmass (344,952km?).
It islocated between latitudes 5°821 and 6°40'N and
longitudes 8°50* and 90°00'E. Theareaisbounded to
the North by Obudu and Obanliku local government
area, to the south by Ikom, to the west by Ogojaand
to the East by Cameroun Republic.

From 2006 National population census, Boki has
aprojected population of 146,192. The populationis
unevenly distributed acrosstheten politica wardssuch
asEkapask 1,Agba2, Boje, Abo, Truan, Alankv, Abu-
Borum, Njua, Kakwagom/Buyop, Wulaand Bateriko.
Boki issituated at the southern end of the eastern high-
lands, achain of hillsaongtheeastern Nigeriaborder
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with Cameroun. Elevation ranges 150m to 1000m
above sealevel. The most notable are the Boje and
Nsadop hills, Erruan Mountainsand Mbe M ountains.
Boki iswell drained with many streeamsand riverssuch
asAfi, Okorn and Aren rivers. Minor streams exist
acrosstheentireareathat constitutesthetributaries of
themainrivers.

Thestudy areahasatropical climatetypified with
distinct wet and dry seasons. It hasamean annud tem-
perature of 25°C and annual rainfall of between 2000m
to 3500mm. Therainfall isof double maximaregime
(July and September). The above climatic conditions
andrich soilsderived from cretaceousand tertiary shae
and sand stone produced a L uxuriant vegetation.

Population of thestudy and samplingtechniques

Thepopulation of study involved maeandfemale,
farmers, civil servants, NGOsworks, forest product
collectors, community leaders, and government repre-
sentative comprises of membersof selected communi-
ties namely: Abon Takon, Kanyang/Botantong,
Buanchor, Boje and Abo who were able to read and
write.

For asuccessful collection of primary datafrom
thefield, 250 respondentswere sd ected from five com-
munitiesintheloca government area. The selection of
thecommunitieswas based on theequal opportunities
of thevariousunitsof being selected. Thestudy adopted
asimplerandom sampling techniquefor thesd ection of
sampled population. Thisgivesagreater representa-
tion of the sampleacrossthefivecommunitiesrandomly
selected. Such communities include Abon-Takon,
Kayang/Buitong, Buanchor, Bojeand Abo.

To achievethe selection of the abovefive commu-
nities, theresearcher |abeled pieces of paper numeri-
cdly and fol ded them thoroughly into abag and shuffled,
beforearesearch assstant isasked to pick thefirst five
(5) out of thetenwards. Thissamemethod was adopted
to select 50 respondentsfrom each community sampled.

In order to obtaininformation necessary intackling
the problem of community participationinenvironmen-
tal conservation, acommunity participation in conser-
vationrating scde (CPCRS) will beused. ThisisLikert
typeof questionnaire.

Thequestionnaireisdivided intothreesectioni.e.
‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’. Sections ‘A’ helped illicit persond
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and demographic datasuch assex, age, highest educa
tiond qudlification.

Section ‘B’ was constructed on afour (4) point
Likert Type Scd e containing twenty (20) items based
onal thevariableson community participationin envi-
ronmental conservation. Thevariablesarecommunity
participation in forest resources conservation, commu-
nity participationinwildlife conservation, water con-
servation, land conservation, and Section C measures
attitudeto conservation.

Thefour (4) point Likert continuum for community

participationinclude
VO - VeyOften(4points)
OF - Often(3points)

SOT - Someof thetime(2 points)

NA - Notatall (1point)
Therespondentsindicated their degree of agree-

ment or disagreement with each statement on Section

B and C of thequestionnaire by placing atick () onone

of thefour optionsagainst each statement:

SA - Strongly agree(4 points)
A - Agree(3points)

D - Disagree (2 points)

SD - Strongly disagree(1 point)

Thiswasreversed for negatively worded items

Theresearch instrument was administered person-
aly totherespondentson market daysontheinvitation
of thevillageheads. Members of each community were
fully briefed on the essence of the exercise. The pur-
pose of the briefing wasto encouragetherespondents
to participatein the exerciseand be honestintheir re-
sponses. To reducetherate of lossof theinstrument,
theresearcher retrieveall copiesof the questionnaire
administered to the respondents on the day they were
adminigtered inthecommunity.
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RESULTS

Descriptive presentation of result utilized frequency
and percentageto describe the variables of the study
based on the four point’slikert — scale of very often
(VO), often (OF), some of thetime (SOT) and not at
al (NA). Equally the study, a so used strongly agrees
(SA),Agree(A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree
(SD) to analyzethe data. Theresultsare presentedin
TABLE 1to4.

TABLE 1 showsthat agreater proportion of those
who participated in this study agreed that they partici-
pated often in forest resources conservation activities
such as; planting two treeswhen oneiscut down (70
percent), stopping peoplefrom felling treesto harvest
fruits (71.2 percent), and stopping peoplefrom setting
fireon bushthat isnot to be cultivated (62 percent). On
the other hand, theresult indicatesthat asmaller pro-
portion seem to participate sometimes in forest re-
sources conservation activitiessuch as: sopping people
from cutting down treesto cutting down treesto culti-
vatetheland (48 percent) and stopping peoplefrom
cutting down treesfor firewood (42.8 percent).

Theresult on TABLE 2 showsthat agreater pro-
portion of peoplewho participated inthis study agreed
that they participated often inwildlife conservation ac-
tivities, such as: educating people on the dangers of
hunting around residential areas(60.8 percent). Onthe
other hand, theresult showsthat asmaller proportion
of the peopleagreed that they participate ofteninwild-
lifeconsarvationactivitiessuch asrestraining peoplefrom
hunting monkeys (47.6 percent), stopping peoplefrom
over dependence on bush meat asasource of protein
(48.4 percent); stopping peoplefrom keeping monkeys
asdomestic animals(43.2percent). Thisresult implies

TABLE 1: Patten of participation in conservation of forest resources

Forest resour ces

VO OF SOT NA

Planting of two trees when oneis cut down

Stopping people from felling trees to harvest fruits

Stop people from cutting down trees to cultivate the land
Stop people from cutting down trees for firewood

o s wDdh e

Stop people from setting fire on bush that itsnot to be cultivated

138(55.2%) 32(128%)
134(53.6%) 44(17.6%)
75(30%)  45(18%)
48(19.2%) 59(23.6%)
84(33.6%) 71(28.4%)

36(14.4%) 44(17.6%)
56(22.4%) 16(6.4%)
57(228%) 73(29.2%)
58(23.2%) 85(34%)
39(15.6%) 56(22.4%)

Source: Field work, 2012

that theleve of participationin conservation of wildlife
israther low.

TABLE 3 showsthat agreater proportion of re-
spondentsin this study agreed that they participate of -
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TABLE 2: Patten of participation in conservation of wildliferesources

WILDLIFE RESOURCES

VO OF SOT NA

Restrain people from hunting monkeys

Stop people from excessive hunting of bush meat

o wNPE

Educate people on the dangers of hunting around residential areas

67(26.8%) 52(20.8%) 60(24%) 71(78.4%)
95(38%) 57(22.8%) 58(23.2%) 40(16%)
44(17.6%) 50(20%) 8(35.2%) 68(27.2%)

Stop people from over dependence on bush meat as a source of protein 51(20.4%) 70(28%) 84(33.6%) 45(18%)
Stop people from keeping monkeys as domestic animals

72(28.8%) 36(14.4%) 75(30%) 67(26.8%)

Source: Field work, 2012

TABLE 3: Patten of participation in conser vation of land resour ces

LAND RESOURCES

VO OF SOT NA

Discourage people from bush burning

Encourage farmersto practice agro-forestry
Campaigning against land tenure system
. Drive out herbs men farm lands

S NI AR R

Discourage farmers from over cropping on a particular parcel of land

98(39.2%) 44(17.6%) 72(28.8%) 36(14.4%)
100(40%) 67(26.8%) 59(23.6%) 24(9.6%)
119(47.6%) 51(20.4%) 39(15.6%) 41(16.4%)
72(28.8%) 65(26%) 46(18.4%) 67(26.8%)
108(43.2%) 30(12%) 47(18.8%) 65(26%)

Source: Fieldwork, 2007

teninland resources conservation activitiessuch as:
discouraging peoplefrom bush burning (56.8 percent);
discouraging farmersfrom over cropping on aparticu-
lar parcel of land (66.8 percent), encouraging farmers
to practice agro-forestry (68 percent), campaigning
againgt land tenure system (54.8 percent) and driving
out herbsmen farm lands (55.2 percent). Thisresult
suggeststhat thelevel of participation of thepeoplein
land conservationisvery high.

Theresult on TABLE 4 showsthat agreater pro-
portion of the people sampled in the study agreed that
they participate oftenin water conservation activities
such as: cleaning activitiesaround the streamsintheir
community (71.2 percent); blocking herdsmen from
taking cattleto drinking water source (76 percent); pre-
venting fishermenfromusing chemicdsfor fishing (75.6
percent); driving out young childrenfrom swimmingin-
sidedrinking water source (84 percent); and prevent-
ing peoplefrom defecating ins dedrinking water source
inthelr community (88.8 percent). Thisdataimpliesthat

the peoplein the communities used for thisstudy par-
ticipateactively in conservation of water resources.

DISCUSSION

Community Participation and Forest Conservation

The study considered the active participation of
membersof Boki community asaresult of theincreas-
ingly complex challengesof reconciling thedemandsof
various forest users. The Boki community being a
rainforest zonereieson theforest asmajor sources of
fuel, income, food and construction materias.

High participation isengendered by the establish-
ment of forest management committeesby the Cross
River State Government. Theestablishment of thecom-
mittees showsashift towardsademocratic decentrai-
zation of forest management. It dlowsfull participation
of local peoplein decision making, planning, andimple-
mentation of forest resourcesmanagement programmes.

TABLE 4: Pattern of participation in conser vation of water resour ces

WATER RESOURCES VO OF SOT NA
1. Joined in cleaning activities around the streamsin your community 133(53.2%) 45(18%) 40(16%) 32(12.8%,
2. Blocked herdsmen from taking cattle to drinking water source 149(59.6%) 41(16.4%) 20(8%) 40(16%)
3. Prevent fishermen from using chemicals for fishing 174(69.6%) 40(16%) 24(9.6%) 12(4.8%)
4. Drive out young children from swimming inside drinking water source  170(68%) 40(16%) 32(12.8%) 8(3.2%)
5 ?ozﬁnﬁ ;:)eoplefrom defecating inside drinking water sourcein your 206(82.4%) 16(6.4%) 16(6.4%) 12(4.8%)

Source: Field work, 2007
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It shows a dialogue between the state and the indig-
enous people who have no knowledge of the forest
environment.

Theresult agreeswithAjake®, whichindicatesthat
thestability of theforest and sustainability of their man-
agement can only be achieved asforest management
activitiesincorporatetherura peoplewho are knowl-
edgeabl e about the forest and depend on the resources
for their socio-economic livelihood.

Thefindingsagree with Bisong® study of various
mode sof participatory forest management inwhich he
opined that the Bigjuaapproach conformsto theindig-
enous local perception type. Thiswas based on the
fact that the decision to enter into an arrangement for
forest management with concessionfirmswaslargely
community initiated and motivated through spontane-
ousactivitiesarisng fromtheloca organization. This
findingisin agreement with Pretty (1988) who outlined
various gpproachesif community participationinforest
resources conservation. Apart fromthis position, the
result confirm the drive by some countriesto enacting
lawsat variouslevel sto compd development practitio-
nerstoinvolveloca communitiesinthemanagement of
natura environment. To further confirm theimportance
of thisprogramme, thefinding wasin line with Edet
(2006) study on “‘environmental awarenessprogramme
and sugtainability.”” Hefound that community participa
tion in forest management facilitates environmental
sustainability in CrossRiver State.

The finding also agreed with Bisong!® study on
“managing theforest resourcesin the South Eastern
Nigeria Hediscovered that severa associationsof ru-
ral women intherainforest of South Eastern Nigeria
had increased benefits of sharing throughtheir partici-
pationsin environmenta programmesthat bring about
sustainableforest management.

The study stressed as pointed in Inyang-Abia?!
that actionsagainst environmenta problemsshouldin-
volveseverybody. Thisimpliesthat individudsand their
families, locd hamletsand villages, andlocd communi-
tiescongtitutedifferent levelsand authoritiesthat should
beinvolvedintheaction against ecologicd problems.

In spiteof this, community membersmust be cour-
teoudy encouraged with somefinancid benefitsto check
exploitation of forest resources. Thisconfirmsthepos-
tion of Ibor (2001) who stated that resources should
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be made avail abl e to repl ace the existing sources of
incomefor therurd dwellersfor sustainableforest re-
sources preservation.

For greater sustainability thefinding agreed with
Aladesd u® which reveded that sustainableforest man-
agement plansshould be put in placein order to sup-
port the activities of the communitiesfor sustainable
conservation. Thefindingshowever, areinlinewiththe
role CrossRiver State Government isplaying through
the (CRSCFP) Cross River State community forest
project in donating seedlingsand nursery tool sto rural
environmenta protection to encourageforest resources
conservation.

Community participation and wildlifeconservation

It wasreved ed that the Boki community does not
participates gnificantly onwildlifeconservation. Therea
sonfor thesgnificantly low participationinwildlifecon-
sarvationisdueto thefact that the establishment of the
Nationd Park andthe Drill Ranch project ledtolossof
hunting areas. Therural people had been deprived of
wildlife, which essentidly provided an economic base
aswell asnutritional needs. Mg ority of members of
Boki community are hunters and depend on hunting for
livelihood. Any meaningful wildlifepolicy oughttoen-
surethat thosewho use and benefit moredirectly from
wildlifeto participatein the management and planning
Process.

However, the study also agrees with 1t€? who
pointed that the establishment of the Nationa Park
project percel ved negativeeffectsmainly on traditiona
forest resources use pattern inthe areaof loss of hunt-
ing areas. Thefindings supportstheactivitiesof bush
meat crisestask force A consortium of conservation
organization professionalsworking for the conserva-
tion of wildlife population, threatened by illegal com-
mercia hunting of wildlifefor sdeor mest.

More so, thefindings confirm the position of the
Peregrine Fund (PF), which holdsthat much of Africa’s
habit and itswildlifeisthreatened by over population
and unsustainable use of natural resources by poor
people. However, beforethis study, it had been estab-
lished that commercial-scal etrade threatens the sur-
viva of numerousspeciesaswell asporeconsideration
of health and economy threatened future generation.
Evenwith theintervention by non-governmentd orga-
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nization (NGOs) and the new strategy of Conservation
With Deve opment (CWD), communitiesarestill neck-
deepinwildlifedepletion. Thefindingsof Emerton*4
confirmed an earlier study by 1t€?¥ in Cross River Na-
tional park project of the Okwango Divisionin area.
Thisstudy asserted that the project had percelved nega
tive effectsmainly on traditional forest resource use
patternswhichincludemainly lossof hunting arees.

In conservation thefindings of Emertoni*4 seems
to bethe most viable approachesin wildlife benefits
and community participation. Theprogrammehasstrong
economic rationa e, which encouragesashift fromwild-
life encroachment to participationinwildlifemanage-
ment. Theeconomic benefitsfrom participationwill arise
whereby wildlifeisconservewith acorresponding com-
munity we fareimprovement.

Community participation and land conser vation

Theresult reved ed that membersof Boki commu-
nity participationinland conservation aresgnificantly
high. The probablereason for the outcomeislargely as
aresult of acultura believesthat theloca peoplehave
which makethem seethemsealves asthe custodians of
theland, wildlife and ecosystems. More so the Boki
community had involved traditiona agricultural prac-
ticesthat ensured adequate food supply, nutrition and
farmingasminimd damagetothesoil. Totherurd people
land isconsidered next to lifeand must be nurtured and
conserved through theland tenure system, shifting cul-
tivation and crop rotation farming methods.

Thetraditiond agriculturd practiceisstrengthened
by theactivitiesof agricultural extension servicespro-
vided by theministry of agricultureand non-govern-
mental organizations. Theextension servicesprovide
for local empowerment and sustainableland manage-
ment. Thisfindingsisin accord with thedecentraiza-
tionact of 1982 inEjido (Mexico) designedto strengthen
local management cagpabilities.

Apat fromthis, Bisong®*® noted sustainability was
morein respect to good farming systemswhich serves
to supply adequatefood and nutrition, reliableincome
baseand farming at minimal damagetothesoil. Thisof
coursewill providean ultimate stabilization of land use
around theforest region.

Thefindingsalso confirmed Chileshe study on
“approachesto local community participationinthe
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conservation of land resourcesin Zambia” which rea-
soned that the starting point of winningloca communi-
tiesinto participationinconservinglandisto sensitize
them asbeing anintegra part of the ecosystem being
conserved. Theresearcher observed that enlightenment
campaignson land use system promoted high level of
participation in land conservation as upheld By
Boserupi¥ in Bisong®*,

Community participation and water conservation

Theresult showed that members of Boki commu-
nity significantly participatein water conservation. The
reason for the high participationinwater conservation
islargely dueto theimportance of adequate supply of
potablewater for man’sheath and other economic ac-
tivities. Also of somebenefit, ground water through ef-
fective watershed management regul ates soil erosion;
provide asourcefor wood products, anima sand other
medica sherbs, which are consumed by human beings.
Providesgood climatesand dams, promotefishing and
other agriculturd activitiesto arural community. The
result specifically indicatesthe development trendsin
quality water supply to modern communitiesbeingem-
phasized by world standards. Most governments,
NGO’sand donor agencies haveinitiated integrated
water supply schemesin the area. Notably the Cross
River State poverty reduction agency embarked on
community based counter funding water project, which
have been very successful. Community groupsand in-
dividud ontheown now own and maintain boreholes.
More, so watersheds a ong natural streamsare being
strengthened. The findings agree with Obot and
Fayose?, Aboyadel, Popoola®l, USEPA and
Eze€*™ who have varioudly stressed theimportance of
water conservation and need for community participa
tion. Thefindingsfurther reveal ed that the Boki com-
munity isresponsiveto the efforts of government and
non-governmental organization to promotecommunity
participation in water conservation and management.

The study further observed that exploitation of
ground water resources gpart from natural stream have
become popular in Boki communities. Most communi-
tieshaveresorted to digging of wellsand boreholes.
Thisisdoneasan aternative source of water supply
mainly for their needs.

Apart from ground water the finding agree with
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Eze™, in Bisong®*® which advocated the need for
watershed protection asameans of community devel-
opment. Thebenefitsforested water protectionto rural
communitiesincludeamong otherssoil erasionand pro-
tection of surfaceand ground water resources, regula-
tion of micro-climateand precaution of slting of drain-
agechannds, damsand cands.

CONCLUSION

Based on the outcome of the dataanalysis, itis
concluded that somefactorsor variableshavearda
tionship with community participationinenvironmenta
conservetion. Membersof Boki Community Sgnificantly
participateinforest, land and water conservation more
than they doinwildlife conservation. Thisshowsthat
community members are keener at conserving some
resourcesthan others

Based on thefindingsof thestudy thefollowing rec-
ommendationsaremade:

1. Government agencies, Non-governmental organi-
zation donor agencies should involved thelocal
communitiesinthe planning and execution of for-
est, land, water and wildliferesources.

2. Communities should beencouraged to manageen-
vironmenta resourcesof local valueto them.

3. Consarvationbodiessuch astheNationa Park, Drill
Ranch operatingin theareashoul d support immedi-
ate needsand priorities of local peopleaswell as
provideincentivesthat promote sustainabledeve -
opment.

4. Donor agenciesand theforestry commissionshould
devel op acapacity building programmeaimed at
empowering the peoplewith the necessary killsto
sudtai n effective management of environmenta re-
SOUrces.
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