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ABSTRACT

The rationale of this study is to congregate baseline data on the level of
environmental consciousness and behaviour of junior science college stu-
dentinBellary, Digtrict, Karnataka. A sample of 200 (both maleand female)
was selected and consciousness and behaviour scales were administrated.
Accordingly the data were subjected to statistical analysis. Results were
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clearly indicated thereisasignificant difference observed between govern-
ment and private college students towards environmental education and
also male students have most environmental consciousness and behaviour

rather than female students.

INTRODUCTION

Themaor environmenta problemsthat theworld
currently facessuch asdeforestation, lossof biodiversty,
ozonedepletion, global climate change, pollutionand
over-consumption of natural resourcesdirectly impacts
our ability to devel op economically whileat the same
time sustai ning the heal th of people aswell asplants
and animals. As clearly asthe 1972 United Nations
Conference of the Environment heldin Stockholm, en-
vironmental awvarenesshasbeen apriority of theinter-
national community who recognized that economic se-
curity and development isdirectly tied tothe hedl thy of
the environment. As aresult of directives from the
Stockholm Conference, fromwhich the declaration of
the United Nations Conference of thehuman Environ-
ment was created, the Intergovernmenta Conference
of the Human Environmental Education washeldin
Thilis, Georgiain 1977 wherethe Thilis Declaration
was adopted. Thecritical objectivesof the Thilis Dec-
laration included heightening people’s environmental
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awareness, sengitivity, attitude, and concernfor theen-
vironment, skill, and motivation to act for environmen-
tal improvement and protection, and participationin
solving environmenta problemg?.

Against thisbackground of expandinginterestin
environmental education, asurvey was conducted to
find out theexistinglevel of environmental conscious-
nessand behaviour of sample studentsin theregion of
Hyderabad-K arnataka. It isfundamental to know the
studentsabout environmenta mattersand their outlook
towardsenvironmental issues.

Theneed for such informati on hasbeen recognized
in other countries?® asit would be useful for better
planning, organization, and implementation of environ-
mental programmes and projects. In addition, thein-
formation can provide educatorswith someinsight into
the curriculum content of environmenta educetion.

Objectives
1 Thishepstodeterminethelevel of environmenta
consci ousness and behavi our towards environmen-
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tal education.

2 Tocomparetheenvironmental consciousnessand
behaviour among urban and rura students.

3 Thisshowsthevariationif any, betweenthegovern-
ment and private studentsenvironmenta conscious-
ness and behaviour.

Hypothesis

1 Thereisno significant differencein theconscious-
ness and behaviour of urban college students and
rurd studentstowardsenvironmental education.

2 Thereisasgnificant differencebetweeninthecon-
sciousness and behaviour of Government and pri-
vate college studentstowards environmental edu-
cation.

3 Thereisasgnificant differenceintheconsciousness
and behaviour of maeand femalestudentstowards
environmenta education.

METHOD

Sample

Randomly 200 college students have been taken
assamplefor the present study out of which 100 stu-
dentsfrom urban and rura areas. Further, out of 100
students 50 studentsgovernment and othersprivate col -
leges. Again out of 50 students 25 studentswill bemae
and othersarefema e students.

Toolsused for study

Environmental AwarenessAbility Measure by Dr.
Praveen Kumar Jha, Madhepura, Bihar.

M easuring Successesin Environmenta Behaviour
by Dr. Peggy Green.

Data collection

For present study researcher were collected total
sampleof 200 P U college studentsi.e., each 100 stu-
dentsfromurban and rura. Further, 50 studentsmale
and femal ewere sel ected in both government and pri-
vatecolleges.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Theresultsweresignifying that urban sudentsand
rural sudentsreveded datidicaly sgnificant difference.
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Thedatawasandyzed by using statitical t-test. It was
establish that thereisasignificant difference between
theurban and rura college’s students (t =8.925, 3.471
p<0.01). So, thenull hypothesis 1isreected. Urban
studentshave moreenvironmenta consciousnessand
behaviour towardsenvironmenta educationrather than
rural students.

Thereisasgnificant difference wereexhibited be-
tween government and private college students. Under
theanaysisof statistical t-test it wasrevea sthat there
isasgnificant differenceexhibited between government
and private collegestudent’s environmenta conscious-
ness and behaviour towards environmenta education
(t=2.948, 3.475p<0.01). So, thenull hypothesis2
isretained inthe study.

Andthereisasgnificant differencewasexhibited
in both male and female students of the study area.
From, statistica t-test datait wasclear that thereisno
significant difference observed in male and female
student’s environmenta consciousnessand behaviour
towardsenvironmental educationintheareaof study (t
=2.874,3.523p<0.01). Thus, thenull hypothesis3
was accepted.

FINDINGS

1 Thereisdtatistically sgnificant difference between
rural and urban student’senvironmenta conscious-
ness and behaviour towards environmental educa-
tion.

2 Typeof college(Government and private) wisedif-
ference wasal so noticed with respect to environ-
mental consciousness and behaviour towardsenvi-
ronmentd educationintheareaof study.

3 Thereisasgnificant difference between maleand
fema e student’senvironmental consciousnessand
behaviour towardsenvironmentd educeation.

CONCLUSION

A few of thefindingsintheexisting study may beof
interest to educatorsand haveimplicationsfor syllabus
development in environmental education inregion of
Hyderabad-Karnataka. The study suggeststhat though
the sudentssampled had high environmenta conscious-
nessscores, thereare certain areasinwhich they were
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not adequatdy informed. Theseand related areasshould
be especidly addressed inthe college curriculum. Ex-
acting attention should be placed on deve oping thestu-
dents’ level of redistic environmental consciousness
whichisrelatively lower than their understanding of
concept and generdizations.
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