ISSN : 0974 - 7451 Volume 12 Issue 6

Snviconmental Science

A Tndéian Journal

—=  Qpftfcel Review

ESAIJ, 12(6), 2016 [224-226]

L ossof wild speciesin road sdeaccident: An alarmingissuesin India

Sanjay Kumar Pandey
School of Environmental Biology, Centrefor Biotechnology studies, Awadhesh Pratap Singh Univer sity,
Rewa-486003 (M .P.), (INDIA)
E-mail: pandeysanjaybt@r ediffmail.com

ABSTRACT

Wild species living close to us and nowadays struggling for survival due
to mass destruction of speciesinroad side accident. Current ratesof wildlife
road mortality are neither sustainablefor biodiversity nor ahealthy reflection
of our interactions with the environment and the animalswho try to coexist
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with us. Human activity, modernization and insensitivity towards lives of

other animals make alot of challengesto nature.
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INTRODUCTION

Road kill of animal isanew source of fatality.
Joseph Grinnell first noted theroad kill observersin
1920. The development of roads affectswildlife by
dtering andisol ating habitat and popul ations, deterring
the movement of wildlife, and resulting in extensive
wildlifemortality!. Very large numbers of mammals,
birds, reptiles, amphibiansand invertebratesarekilled
ontheworld’sroads every day'?. A million number of
animalskilledinthe United States per day'>4. About
350,000to0 27 million birdsare estimated to bekilled
on European roads each year®. A study conducted in
1996 Ontario, Canadafound many reptileskilled due
to over speedingin highway®. Road kill of kangaroo
commonly found in Australia. In 1993, 25 schools
throughout New England, United States participated
inaroad kill study involving 1,923 animal desths. By
category, thefaditieswere: 81% mammads, 15% bird,
3% reptilesand amphibians, 1% indiscernible”. https:/
len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roadkill - cite_note-13A study

estimated that the following animalsarebeingkilled
by motor vehiclesin the United Statesannually: 41
million squirrels, 26 million cats, 22 millionrat, 19
million opossums, 15 millionraccoons, 6 million dogs,
and 350,000 deer'®.

ROAD SIDEACCIDENT OFWILD SPECIES
INMADHYA PRADESH, INDIA

Road sideaccident of wild speciesincreasesrapidly
inIndia, however thereislesseffort hasbeen donein
thisarea. A study conducted in national highway no. 7
from Rewato Maugan;j for sudy the status of wildlife
speciesdeath inroad sideaccident. i.e. Desath of Dogs,
Cats, Monkey, Fox, Donkey, Cow, Ox, Snakes, Birds
etc. and documented the offence of peoplesin road
side accident of wildlife species and reveded the
management, prevention and reduction of wildlife
species death in road side accident. Survey and
documentation of death of wildlifespeciesinroad side
accident and photographing of the siteand dead body
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had been done. Questionnairewas used to conclude
the result regarding cause of accident, role of local
peoples, vehicledriving people’s offence, treatment
facility to anima and roleof govt. body towardsinjured
animals. Report wasvery shocking; during 3 month of
study, two hundred wild speciesdied dueto road kill
hit by vehicles. Fox, Snakes, Squirrels, Cats, Dogs,
and Cowswere most affected speciesin road accident
inNH-7. Dogsweremostly crushedin highway. Study
also reported that people were not aware to whom

complainor gpproach after road Sdeaccident of animd.
None of the people removed body of injured/dead
animd. A hundred timesvehiclerun over the dead body
of animal that issign of inhumanity of peoples. Study
also reported negligence of govt body / forest
department that they were not displayed any notice or
any toll freeno. where people can contact after injury/
desth of animal inroad®. Situationisvery darmingin
while country whereamillion of wild speciesdied due
to road side accident and negligence of peoples.
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Figure: Road Kill of (A) wild cat (B) Snakeand (C) Dog
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Factorsinfluencing wild speciesaccident

1.

2.

No ko

C

o O

Driving mindlessly and ignoring lives of other
animas

Many peoplefeel exasperated, creating a“Why
care?” atitude

Lack of awareness

Legd illiteracy

Gowt. offica negligence

Drunk and driving

Over speeding

eshould betaken

Drivingdowly at night

Raise awareness and encourage peopletodrive
withwildlifeinmind.

Legal measures should betaken for our driving
habits.

Do not ignorethe huge number of liveslost onour
roads

Do notignoreanimal crossing or warning Sgns.
Careshould betakenwhereanimalsgooutintoa
road and try to movethe carcass of group member

Our responsibilities

We must try to help injured animal in road side

accident. Always movethebody out of road and report
toloca authority that can hedpimmediaey
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